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a committee and common room, its beauty enhanced by
a remarkable collection on the walls of Tibetan tunkas,
given by the first Bursar of the College, Major P. C.
Hailey. When the corresponding facilities became avail-
able in the New Building (to which the funkas were
moved), the undercroft became a periodicals and reading
room for the Library. Partridge has extended into it an
apron of black brick to carry through the idiom of the
lower floor of his entrance lobby; the chapter house with
the sacristy above (now the microfilm reading room)
has been retained.

The next important work was the raising of the north
wing, already discussed. The chapel had to wait until
1919 for further embellishment, when an elegant rood
screen and choir stalls with flamboyant tracery were
designed by Cecil Hare as 2 memorial to Mother Marian,
whose close supervision of all the most vital matters of
convent life continued right up to her death in 1912. The
screen and stalls were finished only in 1926, at a cost of
two thousand pounds (Fig. 3).! Thenceforward until
1945, the buildings were little altered.

After temporary use by the naval authorities during
the Second World War, the future of the area in which
Holy Trinity Convent stood was uncertain, and, in view
of the University’s plan to buy the frechold from St. John's,
the Society preferred not to remain until expiry of the
lease. The sisters therefore left Oxford for South Leigh
near Witney, where they stayed until 1956. The few

I The Chapel before insertion of the screen may be seen in Betjeman
and Vaisey, op. cit., fig. 72.
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surviving members of the community are now at Mal-
vern Link with the Community of the Holy Name.
Besides the altar, a number of other fittings such as em-
broidered frontals and a processional cross are preserved
there. But most of the chapel fittings were dispersed or
sold in 19456, and Cecil Hare’s short-lived screen and
stalls, though sold to a Roman Catholic school, have not
been successfully traced. At this time, several structural
alterations were made to convert the Convent for its
new use as Halifax House. The main changes were the
blocking of the doorway into the Chapel from the
lobby, the removal of the lobby floor, and its replace-
ment by a steep staircase to give direct access to the
crypt; an additional external staircase in the north yard
restored access to the Chapel.

3. St. Antony’s College

Harieax House—which transferred to South Parks
Road—soon yielded the buildings, except for the school
in the gardens,! to St. Antony’s College, founded on the
benefaction of Antonin Besse in 1950. The main struc-
tural alterations were the addition of an external staircase

* Which by then had become the Infant Department of the parochial
school of St. Philip and St. James. On completion of the Bishop Kirk
Middle School in Summertown, the Department moved to the Leck-
ford Road school, leaving the site free for the erection of the college’s
New Building.
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in the north yard, which compensated as access to the
Chapel for the blocking of the latter’s South Door
(closed off when the adjoining cells formed the Sub-
Warden’s flat) and the insertion of a roof-high partition
along the chord of the apse in the Chapel. The Chapel
had never been consecrated and became the College
Library, the Librarian being installed in the sacristy.

The Chapel partition, intended to be temporary, was
to have been demolished under the alterations of 1970.
Partridge designed a plan for the Library which would
have converted the apse into a raised platform and opened
up the east lancet windows to a view through from the
Woodstock Road entrance. After much discussion, the
College temporized on the full scheme, implementing his
plan as far as the Library lobby. A few improvements were
made to the appearance of the partition, which, being
of insubstantial construction, can easily be dismantled
should the continued division prove unsatisfactory.

Partridge’s alterations not only greatly enhance the
first impression of the visitor to the College, but also re-
quired the demolition of the inelegant staircases built in
the forties; a pretty turret stair of the original structure
was inevitably lost, but the re-opening of the blocked
west door led to a better siting of three bronzes com-
missioned by the College—a statue of St. Antony of
Padua by Mestrovic and busts by Oscar Nemon of the
Founder and his widow.? Access from the entrance by

T A further bronze, of the first Warden, F. W. Deakin, is in prepar-
ation by the same sculptor, and, when received, will help to determine
the suitable placing of the Besse busts.
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the Porters’ Lodge is now gained directly to the Library
by a light glass and concrete corridor in the fashion of the
New Building, the black-brick ground floor of which
has been reproduced at the lower level, a lobby to the
Calouste Gulbenkian Room, named in appreciation of
the grant for building the new link and two new library-
service rooms. .

These additions create a tiny quadrangle, two sides of
which are Buckeridge and two Partridge, thereby carry-
ing the flavour of the new building into the old.

The New Vicarage of St. Philip and St. James apart,
the entire site bounded by Woodstock Road, Bevington
Road, Winchester Road, and Church Walk is now in the

‘College’s frechold. The muost attractive of the houses in

the curtilage is the Old Vicarage (68 Woodstock Road),
with tile-hung walls, built in 1885-6 to the design of
Street’s pupil, H. G. W. Drinkwater. The other houses
were variously constructed on the St. John’s College
development of 1870-1900 under the superintendence
of William Wilkinson and Harry Wilkinson Moore.!
Those along Church Walk, both sides of which are now
owned by St. Antony’s, together with St. Philip and St.
James’ Church and North Parade, form part of the Con-
servation Area of North Oxford. The College has located
three of its regional centres (those for Far Eastern, Iberian,
and Latin American Studies) in Church Walk. The semi-
detached houses in Winchester Road and Woodstock
Road, used as College hostels, are of little distinction.

¥ For details see Andrew Saint, “Three Oxford Architects’, Oxonien-
sia, 35 (1970).
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The garden area of the main site has progressively
diminished over the last century. First came the convent
itself, then St. Denys’ School, then a small outhouse, used
later as the bursary of St. Antony’s. During the Second
World War, concrete air raid shelters were put up, and
later came tennis courts and a squash court. Of these,
only the tennis and squash courts remain and the oppor-
tunity was taken of remodelling the garden when
the New Building was erected in the centre of the
College site.

The New Building was opened by the Chancellor of
the University, the Rt. Hon. Harold Macmillan, on 8
October 1970, Howell, Killick, Partridge; and Amis
being the architects, and Messrs. Norman Collisson of
Bicester the contractors. From outside it rises up strik-
ingly behind the screen of the old convent walls along
the perimeter roads. In Woodstock Road and Winchester
Road these walls have been pierced by iron gates designed
by Partridge, complementing those of his own partner-
ship’s work at St. Anne’s College. It won awards from
the Royal Institute of British Architects and the Con-
crete Society, and has been warmly received in the
specialist press. It comprises a lofty dining hall, kitchens,
and common rooms, a transfer of functions from the
Old Building which enlarged the main College Library
and allowed the College’s Centre for Soviet and East
European Studies to unify its Slavonic collection. The
time for an account of the New Building will come
when it is complemented by the teaching and accom-
modation blocks which the architectural plans show as
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two further sides of a quadrangle one of which would
unite the Woodstock Road frontage. The square would
be open along Bevington Road, on the other side of
which Howell, Killick, Partridge, and Amis have built
for St. Anne’s College an impressive crescent in a similar
but distinctive style. Inevitably for an Oxford college,
which is precluded from finance by the University Grants
Committee, the further development of St. Antony’s
must await adequate funds from private sources. The
grant of funds by the Volkswagen Foundation for the
construction of a second new building (announced in
December 1972) thus represented a major step forward.
For the work already carried out the College’s gratitude is
particularly due to its Founder, Monsieur Antonin Besse,
and to much subsequent support by his widow, Madame
Hilda Besse.




A Note on Sources

St. ANTONY’s Library contains two plans and one elevation
of Buckeridge’s Trinitarian design, which is otherwise un-
documented, and a number of working drawings of his
executed design. There are also some old photographs of the
Convent buildings, and a lithograph showing elevation and
plan of Cecil Hare’s rood screen and stalls. ‘

~ The surviving Sisters of the Society have only a very few
documents left about the Convent. The bulk are said to have
passed to Pusey House, but cannot be traced there.

A manuscript account of the parish, kept at St. Philip and
St. James’ Vicarage, by the architect A. W. M. Mowbray, a
pupil of Buckeridge, furnishes a number of details about the
Convent.- On North Oxford in' general, two local topo-:
graphers are helpful: Taunt’s North Osford and its Mother
Church, noted above, p. 3, n. 2, which is better for photo-
graphs than for its text, while the opposite could be said of
H. Minn’s volume on North Oxford in the Bodleian Library
(MS. Top. Oxon. d. sor). Some information can be found in
leases and letterbooks in St. John’s College Muniments. The
life of the Convent’s founder is in R. Townsend Warner,
Marian Rebecca Hughes (Oxford, 1933), while Peter F. Anson,
The Call of the Cloister (4th edition, London, 1964), is parti-
cularly rich in religious anecdotes. Hargrave’s booklet has
already been mentioned above, p. 17, n. 1.

There is an interesting review of the executed design with
an accompanying perspective in The Ecclesiologist, 277 (1866),
p- 125; another account and lithograph occur in The Builder,
28 (1870), pp. 106-7. Progress in the building is reported in
Oxford Chronicle, 13 October 1866, 19 October 1867, 17
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October 1891, 15 October 1892, and 14 October 1893, and in
Jackson’s Oxford Journal, 19 October 1867. The cowman’s
daily drive of his herd for milking in the Convent is shown in
a photograph in the Bodleian Library (Bodley MS. Top.
Oxon. d. 501, p. 66).

The New Building was described and analysed in Archi-
tectural Review, 149 (1971), pp. 81-90.

The generous help is acknowledged of Miss Anne Abley
(College Librarian), Mrs. Gordon-Cumming, Mr. Peter
Howell, Sister Marian Lisa, S.H.U.T., and Sister Catherine
Ann, C.H.N. :

Fig. 1 appears by kind permission of the City Librarian,
Oxford.




