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Book Description 
 
Facing the threats posed by dedicated suicide bombers who have access to modern 
technology for mass destruction and who intend to cause maximum human suffering 
and casualties, democratic governments have hard choices to make. On the one 
hand, they must uphold the basic values of democratic societies based on due 
process and human rights. On the other, they need to pre-empt the kind of 
destruction inflicted upon New York, Madrid, London, and Bali. The premise of this 
book is that for intelligence organizations to be able to face up to the challenges of 
global terrorism, they must think outside the box and utilize all of their resources 
effectively and creatively. To overcome the enemy, we must also secure the peace. 
Winning the hearts and minds of the terrorists' pool of potential recruits will be 
essential to cutting off the supply of suicide bombers. The support and cooperation of 
the people in countries where the terrorists strike must be sustained by ensuring they 
have confidence in the government and intelligence services. If a government and its 
intelligence services become so focused on pre-empting terrorist attacks that they 
infringe on the rights of their citizens and encroach on democratic norms, they 
unwittingly fall into a trap set by Al Qaeda and its kind. These organizations aim to 
destroy the democratic way of life so cherished in the West, and to incite the Muslim 
populations in democratic countries and their non-Muslim fellow citizens into a 
vicious circle of mutual hatred and violence. This book therefore addresses not only 
the question of how intelligence organizations can improve their efficacy in pre-
empting terrorist outrages, but also the wider issue of removing the forces that 
sustain global terrorism as a scourge of the 21st century. The general public in the 
target countries and recruiting grounds must also be persuaded that--despite their 
rhetoric--the terrorists are not engaged in a holy war. Ultimately, the brand of global 
terrorism promoted by Osama bin Laden and his associates is meant to satisfy their 
own vanity and aspirations toward semi-divine status; the organization they have 
formed for this purpose is merely a global syndicate that commits serious crimes of a 
particularly heinous nature. Intelligence services of various countries need to find 
convincing evidence to prove this point. But it is up to governments, civil society, and 
the media in different parts of the world to work together if the evidence unearthed by 
national intelligence services is to be accepted by the general public. Unless the 
emotional or quasi-religious appeal of the global terrorists can be removed, the 
simple arrest of bin Laden and his close associates--or even the destruction of Al 
Qaeda as an organization--will not be sufficient to prevent others from rising to 
replace them.  
 
Reviews 
 
“This is essential reading for policy makers, intelligence professionals, and 
academics. It emphasizes the need to 'think outside the box' to counter religious 
martyrdom using global communications.” - Brian Stewart former Secretary to the 
British Joint Intelligence Committee 



 
“This book offers rich information and better understanding of how democratic states 
should defend themselves and at the same time not give up their main principles, 
and about changes needed in intelligence communities facing this challenge.” - 
Major-General Jacob Amidror former head of Research and Assessment Division, 
Israeli Defense Force 
 
“Professor Tsang and his colleagues are to be congratulated for the publication of a 
work that is exceptionally timely as well as impressively insightful in its treatment of a 
series of controversial issues taken right off the headlines of today's news. As a 
member of Congress involved in national security issues on a daily basis I appreciate 
the importance of experts such as those who contributed to this book to reflect on 
these topics. Their work is a must read for other experts as well as the general public 
and it doubtless will inform both audiences.” - Curt Weldon Vice Chairman, House 
Homeland Security Committee Vice Chairman, House Armed Services Committee  
 
“The fourteen contributors to this book include seven with experience of national 
intelligence services and their legislative oversight, diversely embracing Germany, 
Israel, the United Kingdom and the United States; most, as well as the other authors, 
are currently studying and teaching the subject in leading universities.  All are thus 
well placed to convey to a wide public their analyses of the intelligence input to 
governmental policy and of the social concerns which secretive methods arouse 
in the electorate.  Of particularly broad application is the dimension of safeguarding 
human rights when democracies, as now, wage a 'war on terror', a balancing which 
six contributors specifically examine.” - Michael Kaser (Emeritus Fellow of St 
Antony's College, Oxford; previously UK Foreign Office and UN Secretariat) 
 
Reader’s review in Amazon.com 
 

Excellent book, March 16, 2007 
Reviewer: Kenneth Morgan (London, England) - See all my reviews 

This is a fantastic book, balanced, well written and insightful. The editor argues that 
we need to strike the right balance between the need to maintain security and 
protecting human rights. We not only need to stop terrorist attacks but also pre-empt 
terrorist organizations from recruiting more suicide bombers. This requires more than 
the effective use of force and intelligence. We need to prove our culture is genuinely 
superior, and this can only be achieved by respecting the rights of individuals. One of 
the chapters by a former senior Israeli intelligence officer is also amazingly insightful 
in explaining why Western Intelligence agencies all failed over the Iraq WMD issue 
prior to the invasion of Iraq. Most highly recommended. 
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Intelligence-Human-Rights-Global-
Terrorism/dp/0275992519/ref=sr_1_3/026-4300705-
1509256?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1178795497&sr=8-3 
 
Link to Amazon.com 
http://www.amazon.com/Intelligence-Human-Rights-Global-
Terrorism/dp/0275992519/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-3737833-
1854406?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1178796765&sr=8-1 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/pdp/profile/A3OMFJNTVC4GGR/ref=cm_cr_auth/002-3737833-1854406
http://www.amazon.com/gp/cdp/member-reviews/A3OMFJNTVC4GGR/ref=cm_cr_auth/002-3737833-1854406?ie=UTF8&sort%5Fby=MostRecentReview
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Intelligence-Human-Rights-Global-Terrorism/dp/0275992519/ref=sr_1_3/026-4300705-1509256?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1178795497&sr=8-3
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Intelligence-Human-Rights-Global-Terrorism/dp/0275992519/ref=sr_1_3/026-4300705-1509256?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1178795497&sr=8-3
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Intelligence-Human-Rights-Global-Terrorism/dp/0275992519/ref=sr_1_3/026-4300705-1509256?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1178795497&sr=8-3
http://www.amazon.com/Intelligence-Human-Rights-Global-Terrorism/dp/0275992519/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-3737833-1854406?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1178796765&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Intelligence-Human-Rights-Global-Terrorism/dp/0275992519/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-3737833-1854406?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1178796765&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Intelligence-Human-Rights-Global-Terrorism/dp/0275992519/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-3737833-1854406?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1178796765&sr=8-1

