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09:00-10:30 Session 1 

Cyprus after the Referenda 
In the wake of the referenda in Cyprus, we will assess together the actual and 
likely repercussions of these results on the rapprochement between Turkey and 
Greece. Why did this happen? How is the Greek Cypriot “no” vote likely to 
affect Turkish-Greek relations in the future? Is it feasible to disconnect the 
Greek Cypriot negative vote from the Greek-Turkish rapprochement, as is the 
intention of the Greek Government?  How will the Greek Cypriot vote affect 
Greek – Greek Cypriot relations in the future and their respective stance in the 
European Union vis a vis Turkey? In the end, what implications is the 
European Union and in particular the Commission drawing from these results 
and how should Greece affect European policy in this regard? Should the 
Turkish Cypriot “yes” vote be considered a major diplomatic victory for 
Turkey in its bid to start accession talks with the EU? How do we assess the 
Erdoğan government’s position during this referendum and to what extent is it 
likely to weigh in favor of a “yes” to Turkey in December? 

 
Speakers: Prof. Tözün Bahçeli (King’s College-Canada), Prof. Alexis Heraclides 
(Panteion University), Dr James Ker-Lindsay (Civilitas Research) 
Chair: Dr Kalypso Nicolaidis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11:00-12:30 Session 2 
Five Years of Rapprochement between High and Low Politics: 
Convergence or divergence?  
The second panel will draw-up a score an overall score card of five years of 
Turkish-Greek rapprochement. This rapprochement has been mostly based on 
low politics, bilateral discussions and cooperation. How far has this strategy 
helped the two countries converge, both in macro-political terms and world 
view and at the sociological and interpersonal level? How clear is the 
distinction between low politics and high politics anyway and how has 
progress in the former affected the latter? With a new government in Greece, a 
most promising leadership on the Turkish side and the prospect of accession 
talks with the EU, and not withstanding the Cyprus situation, is it the right 
time to raise issues like the Aegean? More broadly, in geo-strategic terms how 
have the two countries been able to negotiate a middle ground between the 
Europeanist perspective of Greece and the Atlanticist orientation of Turkey 
(including on the crucial decisions on EU security taken during the Greek 
double presidency)? How do these NATO partners   fare in the field of high 
politics? How have the fundamental differences between the two countries’ 
outlook affected bilateral relations in view of developments in Iraq and the 
Middle East? 

 
Speakers: Prof. Meltem Müftüler-Baç (Sabancı University), Prof. Dimitris Keridis 
(University of Macedonia), Mr Soli Özel (Bilgi University), Mr John Sitilides 
(Western Policy Centre) 
Chair: Dr Othon Anastasakis  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13:00-14:15: Informal lunch discussion  

Dealing with memory: shared history re-visited 
How has the rapprochement affected the way the two sides deal with their 
shared history and memory? In the last years, Turkish and Greek academics 
have started to discuss and analyse these matters jointly. But has this led to a 
real change in the way the two peoples perceive and understand specific past 
events? Can the deep distrust towards each other’s reading of the past be 
alleviated? How has the contested nature of history affected the parameters 
and depth of the rapprochement? In this session, we will explore one 
“watershed event” from the recent, or not so recent, past, namely the years 
1922-1923.  That moment of shared history holds very different meanings for 
each side: the Asia Minor catastrophe vs. the victory and establishment of the 
Turkish Republic. In this open discussion, we will draw on this and other 



examples to reflect on political memory, the role of histories, and their effects 
on contemporary relations between these countries. 

 
Moderator:  Dr Renee Hirschon (Oxford University) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14:30-16:00 Session 3 

Beyond Helsinki? Greece’s role in Turkey’s accession into the European 
Union 
Following the Helsinki summit, Greece became one of the strongest 
supporters of Turkish accession, including by campaigning in the run up to the 
December 2004 Summit. How is Greece likely to be affected by the prospect 
of Turkish accession into the EU? In particular, how is the issue of size likely 
to play out when Turkey will be the biggest EU country and Greece in the 
small country camp? Are there genuine interests at stake here or is it simply 
convenient for Greece to have ceased to be the front-line EU objecting state? 
Conversely, how does Turkey perceive Greece's role in its own path towards 
EU membership, as a friend or as a competitor? 

 
Speakers: Prof. Ali Çarkoğlu (Sabancı University), Prof. William Hale (School of 
Oriental and African Studies), Prof. Kostas Ifantis (University of Athens), Prof. Ziya 
Öniş (Koç University), 
Chair: Dr Kalypso Nicolaidis  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
17:00- 19:00 

 
South East European Studies keynote Speech and European Studies Centre Annual 

Lecture delivered by the Prime Minister of Turkey  
Mr Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

 
“Why the European Union Needs Turkey?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The conference and the keynote lecture are sponsored by  
The South East European Studies Programme & NATO-Public Diplomacy Division. 
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