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Part I: Background

This work package’s inquiry is focused on the contemporary politics of territorial orders in the Mediterranean area. More specifically, the work package explores the relationship between the nature of often contested borders around the Mediterranean and the numerous ongoing conflicts in the Middle East, North Africa and the Balkans. A comparative approach brings to light the common background, but also the specificities of the different sub-regions of the Mediterranean when applied to disputes over territories that reflect multiple layers of identity crises, especially when trying to mark out legitimate boundaries for a given national community. 

In order to understand phenomena such as the formation of national identities and states as well as the physical and social boundaries separating them, one needs to grasp the long-term historical processes. The workpackage examines current politics at the backdrop of the complex shift from social configurations characterised by cultural, ethnic and religious heterogeneity and syncretism to a normative vision of sovereign, economically self-sufficient and culturally homogenous nation-states. In all three sub-regions, this shift has had to do successively or simultaneously with two historical long-term experiences, namely the collapse of the Ottoman and the Habsburg empires and the interventions of European powers, whether directly through colonisation, or indirectly through political alliances, economic dependency and cultural influence. As a consequence, the new modern nation-states have inherited from the outside borders that have separated and/or brought together groups of people who did not choose their political status. Thus, for the last two centuries, the ideological turn linking the notions of territory, identity and sovereignty has given rise to numerous conflicts embroiling governments, ethnic groups, and nationalist movements. 

Historical perspective

The nation-state gradually came to dominate the Mediterranean world in the 19th and 20th century – though it rarely developed as fully as to match its own normative vision. Since revolutionary France propagated the notion of popular sovereignty as its foundation, nationhood was inaugurated as the core principle legitimating domestic and inter-state orders. Pre-existing political arrangements built around empires, dynastic states and independent cities were undermined. Despite the restoration of the ancien regime, by the mid-19th century, the nation-state was on the march in the Mediterranean, with the unification of Italy as well as Spain’s gradual loss of its overseas possessions. The decline of the Ottoman Empire as well as its rapid opening to Western economic and cultural influences during the Tanzimat period boosted national movements in the Balkans. One after another, Greece, Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria and Albania became independent and embarked on state- and nation-building projects emulating (western) European models. The aftermath of the First World War led to the emergence of yet another state project inspired by the dual credo of Westernisation and nationalism, as the Turkish republic rose from the ashes of the Ottoman Empire. The 20th century also saw the birth of Arab nationalism. By the end of 1950s, erstwhile European colonies and mandate territories had been transformed into sovereign states, which developed their national identities though at times challenged by or subsumed under the supranational ideology of Panarabism. The final episode in this long historical process came in the post-Cold War era with the dissolution of Yugoslav federation into several successor republics as well as the progress towards a Palestinian state. 

To be sure, this compartmentalisation of the Mediterranean political and social geography brought about major upheavals as borders were made to fit peoples or vice versa. In both South East Europe and the Middle East, the formation of nation states following the demise of imperial powers led to violent conflicts throughout the period under study. Millions of people of various ethnicities or creeds were uprooted or perished when finding themselves on the wrong side of a given fault-line. Whole communities suffered discrimination and exclusion because they did not fit the constructs of identity espoused and promoted by the state.  For their part, national self-images and narratives centred on powerful historical myths of primordial opposition to threatening ‘others’ have legitimised border-drawing, separation and conflict. In sum, conflict has been an essential element in the formation of territorial orders and the growth of the national idea.   

Our approach, however, will not be mainly historical. We will start from today's political, social and cultural reality and bring in history as a tool for understanding how the heritage of the past has modelled both territorial issues between states and identity issues inside and throughout borders. On the other hand, an effort will be made to articulate these developments within a much wider time frame, studying the border conflicts and other interactions between earlier Mediterranean empires.
Key themes and research questions 

WPS 1.3. will explore these issues along three axis, through a number of research questions and conceptual foci:

1. The (de)legitimising discourses on borders

· How are borders legitimised both in the eyes of the international community and locally as a self-identification process, be it on the part of national institutions or the intelligentsia?

· How do these arguments/representations deal with the heritage of the past, especially the colonial period, and how do they interact with other competing discourses, both external (from neighbouring states) and internal (from sub- or transnational communities)? How are these nationally-framed tales about borders and territories articulated with civilisational discourses in (and of) the Mediterranean? What is the relationship between the construction of territorial order established around nation-states, on the one hand, and the discourses and practices of Westernisation and Europeanisation, on the other?

· How are cultural building blocks (e.g. imperial legacies, ethno-myths, religion) used for the construction of cultural 'fault lines' in the area? How does the construction of cultural frontiers translate into claims over territory? How do cultural practices construct and reproduce differences among various social groups?

2. Homogenising borders and heterogeneous human realities: the Ottoman legacy

· Looking at social realities in border areas from a geo-anthropological perspective, how do physical and symbolical boundaries affect the integrity of ethnic/religious minorities, especially when dealing with trans-national communities? On the other hand, how do these communities affect or relate to the rigidly benchmarked self-identity of the nation-state? 

· Is Ottoman legacy/ies an obstacle for building full-fledged modern nation-states in the region or a reference point in the efforts to redefine the neighbour-to-neighbour conflictual relationships? 

· How do the forces of globalisation relate to the reinforcement of old and new trans-national communities?

3. Conflict resolution and border stabilisation

· How do international organisations succeed (or not) in putting an end to various conflicts around the Mediterranean by both strengthening and opening boundaries in between antagonists states? What specific role plays the European Union in this perspective, especially through the Barcelona Process? 
· How do the European Union’s policies of democracy-promotion in the Balkans, Turkey, and the Arab world affect border conflicts? What does the Mediterranean experience suggest about the relationship between democratisation and conflict resolution? 
· In what way can ’shared memories’ represent a tool to implement a new sense of deterritorialised identities throughout the Mediterranean region and beyond? What specific role do trans-national communities play in this process? 

· In what way can 'traditional' (but also contemporary) shared cultural practices and forms be relevant for the policies of coexistence and co-operation across religious or ethnic boundaries?

Questions and issues cutting across the three axis

· How does identity politics – that is the politics of construction, redefinition, inclusion and exclusion of self and other – relate to political conflict in different contexts and historical periods? What political identities does conflict over borders and territory foster? How does change in social identities and articulation of nationhood, in particular, transform border conflicts?

· How do nationalism-fuelled territorial conflicts impact or relate to non-territorial ones (e.g. global ideological conflicts, intra-state social conflict)?

· What are the defining features in the development of the territorial orders in the different regions of the Mediterranean area: Southern Europe, wider South East Europe (the Balkans and Turkey), the Levant, the Maghreb? What is shared and what distinctive about these regions?

· How did nationalist ideologies emerge in all those contexts and how have they interacted, challenged, co-opted, subsumed or erased pre-existent identities and loyalties directed towards locality, clan, ethnicity, supraterritorial communities (e.g. the Umma)? 

· How have nation- and state-building projects influenced each other through space and time? How have nation-state borders been constructed, maintained, challenged, transgressed and redefined in the wider Mediterranean space?

· What homogenisation ideologies, narratives and policies have Mediterranean nation-states coined, institutionalised and pursued? Have homogenisation projects led to conflict or, on the contrary, to social inclusion? How have they impacted social contexts defined by the multiplicity, coexistence and ‘hybridisation’ of identities (e.g. multiethnic and multireligious Mediterranean ports cities such as Smyrna/Izmir, Thessaloniki or Beyrut)?

Key concepts

In addressing these themes and questions, WPS 1.3. will be structured around a common set of concepts to be elaborated initially through a special seminar on methodology and updated in the course of the research project. This will allow for greater cohesion and consistency in the work carried by multidisciplinary teams of researchers. Core concepts include:

· Borders and boundaries: borders are a complex phenomenon with both a territorial and a social dimension. In addition to nation-state borders, the concept can be extended to inter-group identity boundaries conceived as the social organisation of cultural difference and instantiated through various social institutions, practices and discourses. 

· Cultural frontiers: this concept originates in the cartographic method, developed in various social sciences, and was used to spatially demarcate different types of space, defined in terms of culture traits. Current studies of cultural frontiers have inevitably to explore contemporary processes of invention, construction and manipulation of cultural frontiers (civilisational fault-lines included) in a variety of contexts and by a variety of actors, as well as their powerful potentials for territorial conflict.
· Borderlands: borderlands are subject to comparable social, political, and economic processes that influence and shape them, thus resulting in common cultural features (i.e. 'borderland cultures'). The control and hegemony of nation-states are challenged and often efficiently subverted in the borderlands. Borderlands are places where the shifting extent and cultural stuff of national identities are being very actively negotiated, contested and often redefined by various local actors.
· ‘Supraterritoriality’ vs. territoriality. If territorial scope is one of the defining attributes of  any polity and therefore political order in general, one needs to explore in depth the varying notions of ‘borderness’ that underpin social formations in the Mediterranean during different historical periods (e.g. imperial orders vs nation-state orders). 

· Nation-state, nation-building, state-building: the practices and discourses of articulation of national selfs and others, claims to statehood based on national self-determination, exclusion and inclusion, institutionalising and propagating national culture. 
· Conflict: the key theme here is political violence, but also identity formation based on othering as well as the collisions at the discursive level between antagonistic national projects. 
· Identity politics:  the dynamic relationship between national, subnational, and supranational identities, including the emergence of transnational and cross-border actors as a result of the globalisation process. The politics of identity hybridisation, homogenisation and contestation. 
· Multicultural interactions:  the practices of syncretism, hybridisation, creolisations, polyphony and build-up of transnational and cosmopolitan identity.
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