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Newsletter 8: Libraries 

Over centuries, libraries have grown up across Oxford to meet the needs of their separate owners 

and users. Free growth without common control has allowed each working unit, big or small, 

whether a college, a research centre, or a museum, to have those books which are most useful 

within easy reach.  

In relatively recent years, many libraries have been absorbed into the organization of the Bodleian 

Libraries (a central University service). Other libraries remain independent.  

Finding resources 

Which libraries a reader needs to use will, to an extent, be determined by which resources s/he 

wishes to use. Conveniently, despite remaining independent, Oxford’s libraries co-operate in various 

ways, most noticeably through sharing SOLO. 

SOLO is a search tool which allows readers to find:  

 catalogue records, and location details, of printed items within the majority of libraries 

associated with the University 

 records of e-books, e-journals, databases to which the University subscribes 

 records of materials which the Bodleian Libraries receive via legal deposit 

 records of research papers and theses  

Access to libraries which are not part of the Bodleian Libraries group, is usually restricted. College 

libraries are private libraries for the members of their particular colleges. However, should a college 

library hold something which is not available elsewhere, it will normally admit non-members, as long 

as an appointment has been made in advance with the Library staff. 

Your College Library 

St Antony’s College has three libraries (the College Library, the Middle East Centre Library, and the 

Russian and Eurasian Studies Centre Library) which collectively contain over 100,000 volumes 

reflecting major disciplinary interests of College members. The Bodleian Latin American Centre 

Library and the Bodleian Japanese Library also sit within College grounds. 

The centre libraries provide facilities to all members of the University whose studies are within their 

orbit. The College Library, by design, is for the College's own small interdisciplinary community. It 

aims to provide those resources not held elsewhere on site, which are of most value to members. 

Collections on international relations, politics, development studies, modern history, economics, and 

area studies are especially strong. Members are encouraged help the Library develop through 

recommending new titles for purchase.  

The College Library is positioned conveniently close to other College facilities, in the beautiful former 

chapel of the convent of the Society of the Holy and Undivided Trinity (for whom what we now call 

the ‘Old Main Building’ was originally built). Throughout most of the year, the Library is open to 

members twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.  
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Find out more! 

Drop-in sessions for new students will take place in the Main Reading Room every weekday morning 

from Wednesday 27th September to Friday 6th October, 10.30-11.30 (except on Wednesday 4th 

when one will take place at the slightly later time of 11.00-12.00). The Library staff will be very 

happy to:  

* answer any library-related questions 
* provide a tour 
* demonstrate SOLO 
* explain e-legal deposit, and access to other e-resources 
* receive your purchase suggestions (feel free to bring in your reading lists!) 
* give you a free St Antony’s College bookmark!  
 
For more information about the College Library, take a look at the College website:  

 College Library overview, policies and rules 

 Access and opening hours  

 Book purchase request form  

 Borrowing info.  

 Contact details  

 Info. relating to other libraries on site  
 

You might also like to attend one or more of the Bodleian Libraries’ free workshops designed for 

postgraduates and researchers. Courses cover information discovery, using reference management 

tools, keeping up to date with research, measuring research impact and more. You can find the 

iSkills programme for Michaelmas Term (and book places) online.  
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