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A screening followed by a discussion with 
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Östör, Paola Mattei (European Studies 

Centre) and Jason Mosley (African Studies 

Centre), chaired by Faisal Devji (Asian 

Studies Centre).  
 

On a random Thursday in 2004, Lina Fruzzetti received a startling email that read, “If this 

is your father, we are cousins.” Attached was a photo of her father, who died when she 

was two. There follows a decade-long quest to learn more about her Italian father who 

died young in Italian ruled Eritrea and her Eritrean mother who does not dwell on or speak 

about the past. Above all, Fruzzetti strives to understand her far-flung African, European, 

and American family against the backdrop of colonial rule, worlds at war, migration, grief, 

Diasporas, and the global world which in we all live. 

In My Mother’s House was filmed in Italy, Eritrea, and the United States, and features 

Italian, Arabic, Tigrinya and English, with English subtitles. The film alternates between 

this family’s intimate conversations and daily routines, with emphasis on the wider 

historical and social settings that impacted their circumstances. 
 

Lina Fruzzetti and Ákos Östör are university-based filmmaker-ethnographers, from Brown and 

Wesleyan Universities in the eastern part of the United States. Together and separately they authored 

numerous distinguished films and publications. Fruzzetti and Östör collaborate closely with participants 

in their films and often with other filmmakers. The films are at once visually interpretive and informative, 

respecting the integrity of the culture and the locality. Depending upon a film’s demands, they will use 

narration or not, subtitles or voice over, and inter-titles or no words at all. 

This is their first biographical and deeply personal film, at once singular and universal. 

 

 

This event is jointly organised by the African Studies, European Studies and Asian Studies Centres. 

          

           All are welcome 
 

Convenor: Dr Faisal Devji 

Enquiries: asian@sant.ox.ac.uk or 01865-274559 
Picture: from In My Mother’s House, all rights reserved. 
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