
Asian Studies Centre 

St Antony’s College 

University of Oxford  

 

Timor-Leste, Challenges in Post-Independence:  

from Dream to Reality   

 

 an informal lecture by José 

Ramos-Horta 
Former President of East Timor; Nobel Peace 

Prize Laureate 
 

Tuesday April 12
th

 2016, 5 p.m. 
Lecture Theatre, Middle East Centre, St 

Antony’s College 

 

 
 

Registration is required to guarantee admission, and can be made through the Asian Studies Centre website, 

www.sant.ox.ac.uk/asian, or by contacting the Administrator at asian@sant.ox.ac.uk or tel. 01865-274559. 

 

“What the experience of Timor-Leste teaches us is that there are no short cuts to peace; peace is a journey 

that must be reached step by step, a foundation that has to be built block by block. In my country we had 

to heal the wounds of the body and the heart; we honoured the victims, we are caring for the survivors; 

and we decided not to be hostage of the past, not to succumb to anger and hatred.” 

 

 

José Ramos-Horta presently serves as Co-Chair of the Independent Commission on Multilateralism, 

International Peace Institute. He was previously Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General and 

Head of the UN Integrated Peace Building Mission in Guinea-Bissau. Ramos-Horta served Timor-Leste 

as President (2007-12), having been Minister for Foreign Affairs and Information in the first Government 

proclaimed in December 1975 following Timor-Leste's Unilateral Declaration of Independence, and 

Spokesperson for the Resistance (1975-99).  

 

Ramos-Horta received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1996 and serves as Vice-President of the Asian Peace and 

Reconciliation Council, comprising leaders from Asia working on second track diplomacy and 

mediation. He has been awarded 20 ¨Doctor Honoris Causa¨, and his publications include FUNU: The 

Unfinished Saga of East Timor and Timor-Leste: Amanha em Dili. José Ramos-Horta participates 

frequently in international conferences on peace and security and writes on international affairs for The 

International New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Huffington Post, The Daily Beast and Newsweek. 
 

 

The lecture follows the 4 p.m. launch, in the same building, of a photography exhibition, Southeast Asian Vernacular 

Architecture. The exhibition is open daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. April 13
th

 through to April 24
th

 at the Middle East Centre. 

 

Both events are part of the Festival of Southeast Asia in Oxford, which features museum and library exhibitions, a film 

festival, dance and music events as well as further lectures. The full programme can be found at www.asean.ac/festival. The 

festival is partnered with the 5
th

 Southeast Asian Studies Symposium, held at the Mathematical Institute on 14-16
th

 April 2016. 

 
 

                                 All are welcome 
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