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BASQUE VISITING FELLOW CONFERENCE 

Friday 14th June 2019 

Seminar Room, European Studies Centre, St Antony’s College, 

70 Woodstock Road, Oxford OX2 6HR 

In collaboration with South East European Studies at Oxford (SEESOX) 

MEMORY WARS AND WAR THERAPIES IN CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND 

PEACE BUILDING 

Comparative perspectives from Northern Ireland, Bosnia-Herzegovina and the 

Basque Country 

A conference with anthropologists, historians and political scientists to discuss analytical 

ethnographies of cultural expressions and depictions of political violence among 

sociocultural communities in contexts of supporting or rejecting the creation of new 

nation-States. The conference deals with the politics of war remembering and forgetting, 

visually and verbally in processes of community healing and social reconciliation from a 

comparative perspective. The cases of Northern Ireland, Bosnia-Herzegovina and the 

Basque Country will be presented and discussed. 

Convenor: 

Dr. Kepa Fernandez de Larrinoa, Basque Visiting Fellow, St Antony’s College, Oxford. 

PROGRAMME for CONFERENCE AUDIENCE 

9:15am Opening Remarks 

Dr. Kepa Fernandez de Larrinoa (Basque Visiting Fellow, St. Antony’s College, 

Oxford). 

PANEL 1  

9:30am – 10:50am 

Neighbours, criminals and heroes: The politics of memory in the post-war Balkans. 

Dr. Jessie Hronešová (Visiting Fellow at the London School of Economics). 

From truth and justice defenders to identity custodians: female war victims in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. 
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Research Professor Hariz Halilovich (Social and Global Studies Centre, RMIT 

University, Melbourne). 

The politics of memory in the aftermath of genocide and ‘ethnic cleansing’. 

Chair: Dr. Othon Anastasakis (Director of South East European Studies, St. Antony’s, 

Oxford). 

Coffee Break 10:50am – 11:00am 

PANEL 2 

11:00am – 12:30pm 

Anthropologies and psychologies of visual displays of political violence and conflict 

resolution in Northern Ireland. 

Professor, the Lord John Alderdice (Director of Centre for the Resolution of Intractable 

Conflict, Harris Manchester College, Oxford). 

The benefit of addressing disturbed historic relationships through symbolism and the 

arts. 

Professor Dominic Bryan (Reader in Social Anthropology at Queen’s University 

Belfast, Chair of Diversity Challenges and co-Chair of the Commission on Flags Identity, 

Culture and Tradition in Northern Ireland). 

Transitions from violence to peace: commemoration and public space in contemporary 

Northern Ireland.  

Chair: Dr Marc Mulholland (Faculty of Modern History, St Catherine's College, 

Oxford). 

Open discussion 12:30 -12:45 

PANEL 3  

2pm – 3:30pm 

Transcending the politics of intimidation in the Basque Country: Political religions 

and cultural identity in State and counter-State violence. 

Professor Joseba Zulaika (Co-Director of the Center for Basque Studies, University of 

Reno Nevada). 

Killing, writing, and the ethics of memory. 

Professor Jeremy MacClancy (Oxford Brookes University). 
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'Europe's most enduring lost cause': Carlism, Carlist violence, and the ideology of 

historic memory. 

Chair: Professor Tom Buchanan, Department of Continuing Education, Director of the 

MSt in Historical Studies, Kellogg College, Oxford. 

Coffee Break 3:30pm - 3:45pm 

Concluding speech 

3:45pm – 4:15pm  

Theoretical issues in the study of civil, political and religious violence in conflict and 

post-conflict European societies. 

Professor Stathis Kalyvas (Gladstone Professorship of Government, Department of 

Politics and International Relations & All Souls College, Oxford).  

Chair: Professor Jeremy MacClancy. 

Concluding remarks 

4:30pm – 5pm  

Professor Jeremy MacClancy and Dr. Kepa Fernandez de Larrinoa 

Abstracts 

1.- Professor Joseba Zulaika, University of Reno-Nevada. 

Killing, writing, and the ethics of memory. 

What are the uses and misuses of memory in situations in which members of the 

community have killed? And what is the role of the writer? How can memory help heal 

the traumas caused by the violence and when does memory turn into a weapon to continue 

the war? The need to remember and the need to forget, as well as just and unjust modes of 

remembering and forgetting. The ethics of memory must be aware of the uses made of 

remembering while paying attention to the humanity in the other and the inhumanity in 

oneself.  

2.- Professor Jeremy MacClancy, Oxford Brookes University. 

'Europe's most enduring lost cause': Carlism, Carlist violence, and the ideology of 

historic memory. 

Carlism is infamous as a strange mix of monarchical legitimism and popular regionalism. 

It is also notorious for the wars fought in its name, and for its longevity: opposed Carlist 
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parties, both leftist and staunch right, exist today. Violence, both threatened and 

performed, both physical and ideological, appears central to its formation, its spasmodic 

successes, its myths, and its surprising reinvention in the 1960s to '70s. I wish to sketch a 

critical survey of these roles of violence in the multifarious development of Carlism, 

especially during Franco's dictatorship and up to today. 

3. Professor, the Lord Alderdice, University of Oxford

The benefit of addressing disturbed historic relationships through symbolism and the 

arts. 

This presentation by Lord Alderdice, one of the key negotiators of the Belfast/Good 

Friday Agreement, will identify the major advance achieved in the Irish Peace Process as 

being the appreciation that both the problem and its solution lay in addressing those 

complex adaptive systems that we call historic community relationships. While 

negotiations about constitutional arrangements, institutional structures, political 

processes, policing and the administration of justice were vital, embedding an 

understanding of communal relationships in the process was central to its analysis, 

conduct and success. This pointed to the significance of symbolism, indeed when 

problems arose, they were often the result of symbolic transgressions, and when 

negotiations could not break through the challenge of cultural change, the arts could 

sometimes find paths through the maze, where other approaches had failed. 

4.- Professor Dominic Bryan, Queen’s University Belfast. 

Transitions from violence to peace: commemoration and public space in contemporary 

Northern Ireland.  

This paper will underscore the importance of understanding, and the difficulties of 

‘managing’, expressions of political identity and commemoration through a period of 

peacebuilding. The peace process in Northern Ireland will be examined as a 

transformation of interactions, between ethno-political groups, from ones significantly 

conducted through violence to those where political and civic institutions allow from 

peaceful relationships guided by equality and rights. As this process acknowledged the 

rights of conflicting groups to practices of commemoration in the public arena the 

difficulties of managing parades, demonstrations, memorials and public art such as 

statues and murals became clear. The paper will look at case studies; it will examine the 

shifting nature of historical narratives around commemoration; and look at attempts to 

create policies of ‘shared space’ in the management conflict of political expression in the 

public space. 

5.- Dr. Jessie Hronešová, London School of Economics. 

From truth and justice defenders to identity custodians: female war victims in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. 

This paper is a contribution to the nascent critical debates about the public and political 

roles of victims in the aftermath of wars. Using a country case study of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, a post-war country that was at the start of many contemporary approaches 
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to women in war, the paper analyses the evolution of public engagements of victims of 

gender-based violence and families of missing people at the backdrop of the Bosnian 

ethno-national political landscape. Unlike the majority of studies in transitional justice, it 

applies a critical lens towards female victims’ agency in the politics of victimhood. 

Examples of female activism and advocacy in post-1995 Bosnia demonstrate how female 

victims’ activists have adopted three key roles: 1. truth and justice defenders, 2. arbiters 

of memory and 3. national identity custodians. Especially survivors of gender-based and 

family members of those who went missing during the conflict (and whose bodies have 

not been recovered) have been at the forefront of the struggle for victims’ recognition and 

redress in Bosnia. As the article demonstrates, they have also become important arbiters 

of memories and protectors of the war-shaped national identities and. The aim of the 

paper is to provide an objective assessment of the female victims’ roles without 

romanticising their societal contributions but at the same time recognising their path-

breaking achievements in the sphere of Bosnian transitional justice. 

6.- Research professor Hariz Halilovich, RMIT University. 

The politics of memory in the aftermath of genocide and ‘ethnic cleansing’. 

On 20 March 2019, Radovan Karadzic, the war-time Bosnian Serb leader, president of 

the self-proclaimed Republika Srpska (RS), and the supreme commander of the Serb 

forces during the 1992-95 war, had his 40-year sentence extended to life in prison by the 

appeal court in The Hague. The list of war crimes for which Karadzic was sentenced 

included genocide, persecution, extermination, murder, deportation, terror, unlawful 

attacks on civilians, hostage-taking and participation in several acts defined as the Joint 

Criminal Enterprise (JCE.) In spite of the judicial ruling and the abundance of material 

evidence used in the court proceeding, Serb nationalists in Bosnia and in Serbia refused 

to accept the verdict. For them, Karadzic remains one of the greatest Serb heroes. On 20 

March 2016, just after the ICTY handed down its 40-year sentence, Milorad Dodik, at the 

time President of RS and the current Serb member of the Bosnian Presidency, 

ceremonially opened a student dormitory named after Radovan Karadzic in Pale near 

Sarajevo. Before and since then, Mr Dodik has also awarded Karadzic and other high-

ranking war criminals RS’s highest official honours. The trend of honouring and 

celebrating sentenced war criminals in Bosnia, a widespread practice in but not limited to 

RS, has been a continuing part of the country’s post-war reality over the past 24 years.  

This paper examines how the narratives of criminals and heroes—like the one about 

Karadzic —are constructed from above by the institutions and politicians, and contested 

from below by ordinary people and the survivors of violence. By looking into how 

history, mythology and collective memories were used and continue to be used for 

nationalist projects in Bosnia and the Former Yugoslavia, this paper aims to provide a 

critical overview of the politics of memory in the troubled region of Europe known as the 

Balkans. First, the paper critiques the essentialist thesis of ‘ancient hatred’, which, 

according to some authors and politicians, explains all the troubles in a region where, 

according to them, violence is somehow endemic. The paper then moves on to discuss 

how memories of the recent past have been constructed, contested, appropriated and 

performed in post-conflict environments in Bosnia, often seen as the ultimate Balkan 

country (usually for the wrong reasons). Based on analytical ethnographies of post-

conflict communities in eastern and western Bosnia, two regions known for large scale 
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atrocities committed during the 1992-95 war, the paper outlines how the concept of 

hijacked memories and survivors’ performative enactments of popular memory offer a 

counternarrative to the official memory imposed by the RS institutions. As the paper 

argues, the Serb (RS) nationalist project in Bosnia is aimed at the rejection of the state of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, while the Bosniak returnees to pre-war places now located in 

RS challenge this project and reject the “genocidal entity” of RS.  

Notes on the Speakers 

Joseba Zulaika is an anthropologist (Princeton 1982) who has written extensively on 

issues of political violence (Basque violence: metaphor and sacrament, The University 

of Nevada Press, 1988; That old Bilbao moon, The University of Nevada Press, 2014) as 

well as examined critically the contemporary discourse of international terrorism (Terror 

and taboo, with William Douglass, The University of Nevada Press, 2007; Terrorism: 

the self-fulfilling prophecy, The University of Chicago Press 2009). 

Jeremy Valentine MacClancy came to Oxford in 1972. He is still here. There are two 

universities in the city: he is a product of one; he teaches in the other. As a social 

anthropologist, he has done fieldwork in Navarre and the Basque Country, Vanuatu, the 

London auction rooms, Nigeria, and among ageing hippies in the West of Ireland. His 

books includes The decline of Carlism, and Expressing identities in the Basque 

arena, The University of Nevada, 2000). 

Lord Alderdice FRCPsych 

As Leader of the Alliance Party of Northern Ireland from 1987, Lord Alderdice played a 

significant role in the negotiation of the 1998 Good Friday Agreement. He was then the 

first Speaker of the new Northern Ireland Assembly until 2004 when he was appointed to 

the Independent Monitoring Commission tasked by the British and Irish Governments 

with security normalization and closing down terrorist activity in Northern Ireland. He 

was President of Liberal International, the global federation of more than 100 liberal 

political parties (now Presidente D’Honneur), and Chairman of the Liberal Democrat 

Party in the House of Lords during the Conservative/Liberal Coalition Government. He 

has written and lectured widely in various parts of the world on the individual and group 

psychology of fundamentalism, radicalization and terrorism and has been recognized with 

many honorary degrees, prizes and awards. In addition to being, for over twenty years, 

an active member of the Upper Chamber of the UK Parliament, he is currently Director 

of the Centre for the Resolution of Intractable Conflict at Harris Manchester College 

(Oxford), Chairman of the Centre for Democracy and Peace Building (Belfast) and a 

Clinical Professor in the Department of Psychiatry at the University of Maryland in 

Baltimore (USA). 

Dominic Bryan is a Reader in Social Anthropology at Queen’s University Belfast. 2002-

2014 he was Director of the Institute of Irish Studies. Research interests include political 

rituals, symbols, commemoration, public space and identity in Northern Ireland. He is 

author of Orange Parades: The Politics of Ritual Tradition and Control.  In 2014 he was 

co-author of The Flag Dispute: Anatomy of a Protest and recently was co-author 

of Flags: Towards a New Understanding. Dominic is also the Chair of Diversity 

Challenges and co-Chair of the Commission on Flags Identity, Culture and Tradition in 

Northern Ireland. 
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Jessie Hronešová holds a DPhil from Politics (St Antony’s College) at the University of 

Oxford with a thesis on victims’ compensation in Bosnia and Herzegovina. She is 

currently a visiting fellow at the London School of Economics. She has been working as 

a manager and consultant on a variety of projects in post-war countries for a variety of 

charities and consultancies in conflict-affected countries. She also worked at the 

International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, the Organization for Security 

and Cooperation in Europe in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Balkan Investigative 

Reporting Network in Sarajevo and Belgrade and the Czech Academy of Sciences in 

Prague. In her research projects she has mostly focused on online sources of extremism 

and ethno-nationalism, post-war reparations, as well as community-building and 

transitional justice in the former Yugoslavia. She authored several studies on identity 

politics (including Post-War Ethno-National Identities of Young People in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, 2012) and retributive transitional justice in several academic journals (most 

recent for the Journal of Peacebuilding & Development).  

Hariz Halilovich, Ph.D., is an Australian Research Council Future Fellow (research 

professor) at the Social and Global Studies Centre, RMIT University, Melbourne. His 

research has focused on place-based identity politics, politically motivated violence, 

forced migration, memory studies, and human rights. He is the author of three books: 

Places of Pain: Forced Displacement, Popular Memory and Trans-local Identities in 

Bosnian War–torn Communities (Berghahn, 2013hb/2015pb); Writing After Srebrenica 

(Buybook, 2017); and Monsters of Modernity: Global Icons for Our Critical Condition 

(co-authored with Julian C.H. Lee et al) (Kismet Press, 2019). In addition to academic 

writing, he has also produced multimedia exhibitions, works of fiction and radio and TV 

programs. 

Stathis Kalyvas is Gladstone Professorship of Government, Department of Politics and 

International Relations, All Souls College, Oxford.  

Notes on the Chairs 

Othon Anastasakis is Director of South East European Studies at Oxford and former 

Director of the Centre for European Studies, St. Antony’s, Oxford. He is Senior Research 

Fellow at St. Antony’s as well as Associate Member at the Department of Politics and 

International Relations, University of Oxford. Among his books are: The legacy of 

Yugoslavia: Politics, Economy and Society in the Modern Balkans (with Bennett, Madden 

& Merdzanovic) IB Tauris (forthcoming); The past is never dead: Balkan legacies of the 

Great War (with Madden & Roberts) Palgrave, 2015; and Greece and the Balkans: 

Memory, Conflict and Exchange (with Bechev & Vrousalis) (Cambridge University 

Scholars Press, 2009) 

Tom Buchanan 
His research is mainly concerned with political and social interactions between Britain 

and the wider world in the twentieth century, particularly in the context of the Spanish 

Civil War. He is author of the several related books: The Spanish Civil War and the 

British Labour Movement (Cambridge University Press, 1991); Political Catholicism in 

Europe, 1918-1965 (co-edited, with Martin Conway, Oxford University Press, 1996); 

Britain and the Spanish Civil War, Cambridge University Press, 1997), Europe's 

Troubled Peace, 1945-2000, Blackwell's, 2005); and The Impact of the Spanish Civil War 
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on Britain: War, loss and memory (Sussex Academic Press, 2006). On the centenary of 

the Balkan wars in 2012 he organized a conference and contributions were published the 

papers in 2015 (co-edited with James Pettifer) as War in the Balkans: Conflict and 

Diplomacy before World War One. Currently, he is completing a book on Amnesty 

International and the emergence of human rights activism on post-war Britain. 

Marc Mulholland 

He is Tutor in Modern History and has conducted research on Irish history, which 

includes Ulster Unionism, and the Provisional IRA. He also conducted research on the 

history of political thought since the French Revolution, focusing on socialism, revolution 

and societal conflict. His academic writing includes: How It Began, What Might Have 

Been? Political Memoirs of Northern Ireland in the 1960s. (Irish Political Studies, 2018); 
Northern Ireland and the Far Left, c. 1965 – 1975 (Contemporary British History, 2018); 

Political Violence (Chapter in The Princeton History of Modern Ireland, Princeton 

University Press, 2016); The Longest War: Northern Ireland's Troubled History (Oxford 

University Press, 2002). 

Kepa Fernandez de Larrinoa is the Basque Visiting Fellow at the Centre for European 

Studies, St. Antony’s (2018-2019). Formerly, he has been senior lecturer at the University 

of Basque Country and the Public University of Navarra. He is a sociocultural 

anthropologist who has conducted intensive fieldwork research in the Pyrenees as well as 

in the Amazon rainforest of Ecuador where he has studied how theories of development, 

community empowerment and public policies relate to political discourses of cultural and 

biological diversity. He is interested in frames of analysis that combine symbolic and 

political anthropology. At present he is involved in a long-term research project on 

Cultural Memories of Political Violence in the Basque Country and Navarra during the 

20th Century. 


