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Interest in social movements in the Arab World piqued following the so-called Arab Spring 
and heralded a series of publications, some of which focused exclusively on the digital 
media. While the digital media has certainly allowed civil society “to survive, deliberate, 
coordinate and expand” as Manuel Castells succinctly put it, focusing exclusively on 
cyberspace is wholly inadequate as it overlooks socio-political factors, displaces agency and 
overlooks other forms of communication from the traditional media to interpersonal 
communication.  
 
The workshop shall bring together scholars working in the fields of networked 
communication and social movement research in both Lebanon and the region. Papers will 
probe the public self-representation of these movements, the manner in which they frame 
their claims, communicate with the polity, and how they are perceived.   
 
The workshop will also look at both contemporary and historical movements ranging from 
the communicative strategies of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and the workers’ 
movement in pre-civil war Lebanon to the “hashtagable” You Stink movement that erupted 
in Lebanon in 2015.  
 



Workshop Programme 
 

9:30- 10:00 MEC & CLS Welcome.  

10:00-11:15 
 

On Narratives and the Uprisings, Dr. Dina 
Matar (SOAS, London);  
Gender and sect in the unraveling of a 
Lebanese labour movement, Mary Jirmanus 
Saba (American University of Beirut) 

11:15-11:30  Tea/Coffee break 

11:30- 12:45 Movements in Lebanon: past and present 
Hashtagging public memory, Dr. Zahera Harb 
(City, University of London);  
Victory in Defeat: the communicative 
strategies of the You Stink movement and 
Beirut Madinati campaign, Dr. Sarah El-
Richani (CLS/St. Antony’s) 

12:45-1:45  Lunch  

1:45-3:15 Communicative symbols and strategies: 
Syria’s warring flags, Dr. Omar Ghazzi 
(London School of Economics); Mobilize, 
justify, accuse – the Egyptian Muslim 
Brotherhood media strategies in times of 
political change, Prof. Dr. Carola Richter 
(Freie Universität Berlin); Contentious 
Coalition Building and the Subversion of 
Authoritarian Discourse in Egypt’s Tiran and 
Sanafir Island Protests, Jannis Grimm (Freie 
Universität Berlin) 

3:15-3:30 Tea/Coffee break 

3:30-4:30 Final discussions and publication plans 

5:00-7:00 at the Investcorp theatre “A Feeling Greater than Love” – Film 
screening followed  by Q & A with director 
Mary Jirmanus Saba 

 
 
 
 


