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Anatomy of a System in Perpetual Crisis

                     With a forward by Daniel C. Hallin, Department of Communications, U. California San Diego

                                                                             This book presents an analysis of the current Lebanese media system. From a theoretical

                                                                             angle, it discusses the extent to which this system can be analyzed using the ideal types

                                                                             put forth by Hallin and Mancini in their seminal work. Comparing Media Systems. Sarah El-

                                                                             Richani assesses the complex dimensions developed by the two scholars and utilizes their

                                                                             work as inspiration for a process of remodeling, amending the sub-indicators to identify

                                                                             salient factors and suggesting a new model. Featuring the views of over 60 stakeholders,  

                                                                             this book gives a rare, critical, and concise account of the Lebanese media system.

                                     
                                                                        "Integrating deep knowledge of the Lebanese media system with prevailing the prevailing theoretical
                                                                                  frameworks in comparative media research, El-Richani offers an insightful analysis of Lebanese

                                                                                  media and politics with far-ranging applications beyond the Lebanese case. Rather than simply 

                                                                                  applying existing models, the author challenges them and expands their purview, elaborating an 

                                                                                  innovative model for small and conflict-prone societies. A must read for scholars of Lebanon, Arab

                                                                                  media and comparative media research." - Marwan M. Kraidy, Professor of Communication, 

                                                                                  Annenberg School for Communication, University of Pennsylvania, US

 

                                                                                 "It has always been a challenge to find a convenient term or phrase that encapsulates the 

                                                                                  particularities of Lebanon's media system. Sarah El-Richani shows why this is so. By diligently

                                                                                  enumerating key variables needed to amplify existing models of media systems, she elucidates not

                                                                                  only the workings of Lebanese media and politics but potentially those of other states for which the

                                                                                  models also fall short." -  Naomi Sakr, Professor of Media Policy, University of Westminster, UK

 

                                                                                  "Confessionalism, polarization, foreign influences - the Lebanese media system has it all to be 

                                                                                  described as "failed" in terms of typical media system typologies. Yet, it is the most dynamic and

                                                                                  interesting one in the Arab world, supplying it with media workers, innovative formats and role-model

                                                                                  journalism. Sarah El-Richani sets out to deconstruct this paradox and provides us with an in-depth 

                                                                                  analysis of the structures of the Lebanese media. She advances the well-known Hallin and Mancini

                                                                                  framework so as to de-westernize media system studies in a meaningful way." -  Prof. Dr. Carola

                                                                                  Richter, Insitute for Media and Communication Studies, Freie Universitat Berlin, Germany  

                                                                                   

                                                                    SARAH EL-RICHANI is Visiting Fellow, Centre for Lebanese Studies
                                                                                                        Academic Visitor, Middle East Centre, St. Antony's College
                                                                                                        University of Oxford, UK 
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