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Following the anti-government protests at the end of the year, where the protesters called for the end of 

parliamentary democracy and a “new” system of appointed parliaments and appointed governments, the 

Yingluck government decided to dissolve parliament and call fresh elections in February 2014. Amid this 

long-running Thai crisis, many people are asking whether Thai democracy is on its last legs. This seminar 

will attempt to analyse the latest situation and explain the root causes of the crisis. In doing so the idea of 

a “crisis of succession” will be rejected in favour of an explanation grounded in political economy. 

Cracks in Thai society, which developed over decades, and were finally exposed in the 1996 Asian 

economic crisis, are the root cause of why the middle class, the military and the conservative elites dislike 

parliamentary democracy and former Prime Minister Taksin Shinawat. 

 

Giles Ji Ungpakorn is a Thai academic in exile in the U.K. The former Associate Professor of politics at 

Chulalongkorn University was charged with lèse majesté in late 2008 because he wrote a book criticising 

the 2006 military coup. Since arriving in Britain, he has been an active commentator on Thai politics, 

using blogs, websites, internet radio and social media. He has done a number of speaking tours at 

universities throughout Europe. His most recent academic writings can be accessed on his website: 

http://bit.ly/1cLbFtr. Out of necessity he is currently employed as an administrative worker in a local 

NHS hospital in Oxford where he is also a union shop steward. 
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Convenor & Chair: Dr Matthew J Walton 

 

Enquiries:  asian@sant.ox.ac.uk or tel: 01865-274559 
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