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‘Exiled from History: Prince Myngun of Burma’ 
 

How does identity travel, what opportunities for re-inventions of the self does exile generate, and how does the 

mobilization of multiple scripts about a subject who is himself on the move, unsettle the boundaries of genre, 

archive and discipline?  This paper explores such questions through the transcolonial career of the Myingun Prince 

of Burma (1841-1921), who was doubly exiled, first by his father King Mindon, and then by the British to the 

Andamans, Fort Chunar and Benares before escaping to French Chandernagore and Pondicherry. He died in Saigon 

in 1921.  Narrative acts of circumlocution, double entendre and deception mirrored Myngun’s physical fugitive 

stunts.   As it reflects on the paper traces left by the prince, his supporters, detractors and detainers, the paper 

considers blind spots in the colonial “panopticon”, and the fallibility of the archival apparatus.  

 

Penny Edwards is a cultural historian whose work focuses on questions of identity, history and memory in late 

nineteenth and twentieth century Cambodia and Burma, as well as Chinese diaspora.   Penny’s research on 

Cambodia began at St. Antony’s college, where she completed an M.Phil in International Relations (1992), and 

was also JCR President.  In 2009, she was awarded the Benda Prize by the Association of Asian Studies for her 

book, Cambodge: the Cultivation of a Nation, 1860-1945. She has published over twenty articles on Southeast 

Asian histories, and co-edited six volumes, including Lost in the Whitewash: Aboriginal-Asian Encounters in 

Australia, 1901-2001; Pigments of the Imagination: Rethinking Mixed Race; Migrating Identities; a Short History 

of the Buddhist Institute, and most recently, Mediating Chineseness in Cambodia , co-edited with Dr. Lorraine 

Paterson, currently Visiting Scholar at the Oxford Centre for Life Writing).  Her Burma studies began at Australian 

National University in 2000, where her Burmese language teacher was Dr. Daw Khin Mar Mar Kyi, now Daw 

Aung San Suu Kyi Research Fellow (2014-2016) at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. 

 
 

All are welcome 

 

Convenor & Chair: Dr Matthew J Walton 

Enquiries:  asian@sant.ox.ac.uk or tel: 01865-274559 

mailto:asian@sant.ox.ac.uk

