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Roy Allison 

Professor Roy Allison was awarded his doctorate as a student of St Antony’s in 1983 and was 

an ESRC Post-Doctoral Research Fellow at the college during 1983-86. He returned to St 

Antony’s in 2011 as University Lecturer (Associate Professor) in the International Relations 

of Russia, Eastern Europe and Eurasia and became Professor of Russian and Eurasian 

International Relations in 2014. Professor Allison’s research focuses in particular on the 

international relations, foreign and security policies of Russia, Ukraine, Central Asia and the 

South Caucasus. His broader interests cover regional conflicts, regionalism, international 

norms and foreign policy analysis. 

 

Bruce Allyn 

Bruce Allyn is a Senior Fellow at the Harvard Negotiation Project.  For three decades Allyn 

has taught negotiation and mediation and served as a strategic advisor and negotiation trainer 

to national and state governments and Fortune 500 companies. Allyn has held positions as 

Director, Harvard-Soviet Joint Study; Associate Director, Harvard Strengthening Democratic 

Institutions Project; Program Director, Conflict Management Group (CMG); Partner, Monitor 

Group; Adjunct Faculty, University of Oregon Law School; and Consultant to NBC and ABC 

News. Allyn received his PhD in Political Economy and Government from Harvard, an M.A. 

in Soviet Studies from Harvard and an M.A. in Politics and Philosophy from Oxford 

University.  He graduated from Dartmouth College summa cum laude in Government and 

Russian. His current work at Harvard focuses on the fields of negotiation and nonviolent 

action, including issues of leverage, power, strategic preparation and sustained long-term 

change.  His work includes facilitating dialogue on environmental sustainability across for-

profit, nonprofit and government boundaries. 

 

Gennady Burbulis 

Gennady Burbulis is a Russian politician and political thinker. He was one of the most 

influential Russian political figures in the late 1980s and early 1990s and one of the main 
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architects of Russian political and economic reform. A close associate of Boris Yeltsin, he 

held several high positions in the first Russian government, including Secretary of State, and 

was one of the drafters and signers of the Belovezha Accords on behalf of Russia. After 

serving two terms in the Duma, Dr. Burbulis was appointed deputy to the governor of 

Novgorod oblast, after which he represented Novgorod in the Federal Assembly up until 

2007. In addition to his political career, Dr. Burbulis has continued his academic pursuits and 

has been actively involved in nongovernmental activities. He is the founder of the Strategy 

Center for Humanitarian and Political Science, a research and consulting organization which 

publishes books and monographs, as well as holds frequent conferences, symposia, and round 

table discussions; founder of "Dignity" School of Philosophy; president of the Youth Forum 

of Modernizers, and president of the Russian Federation of Short Track Speed Skating. 

Additionally, he is the provost of the International University in Moscow, teaches at several 

institutions of higher education, and lectures extensively both in Russia and abroad. Dr. 

Burbulis holds a Ph.D. in philosophy from the Urals State University. 

 

Alexander Cooley 

Alexander Cooley is the Claire Tow Professor of Political Science at Barnard College and 

Director of Columbia University's Harriman Institute (2016-18). He also serves on Columbia 

University's Tenure Review Advisory Committee (2017-18). Professor Cooley’s research 

examines how external actors– including international organizations, multinational 

companies, NGOs, and foreign military bases – have influenced the development and 

sovereignty of the former Soviet states, with a focus on Central Asia and the Caucasus. In 

addition to his academic research, Professor Cooley serves on several international advisory 

boards and has testified for the United States Congress and the US-China Economic and 

Security Review Commission. Cooley's opinion pieces have appeared in New York Times, 

Foreign Policy and Foreign Affairs and his research has been supported by fellowships and 

grants from the Open Society Foundations, Carnegie Corporation, and the German Marshall 

Fund of the United States, among others. Cooley earned both his MA and Ph.D. from 

Columbia University. 

 

Christopher Gerry 

Professor Christopher J Gerry joined St Antony’s College as Associate Professor of Russian 

and Eurasian Political Economy in September 2017. Before that he held positions at the UCL 

School of Slavonic and East European Studies (2002-2017) and, during a recent 3-year period 

of leave, at the National Research University Higher School of Economics (HSE) in St. 

Petersburg (2014-2017), where he continues to hold a part-time affiliation. He received his 

BA and MA in Economics from the University of East Anglia in 1996 and 1997 respectively 

and his PhD in Economics, from University of Essex, in 2002. 
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Professor Gerry’s research has focused on the social, economic and health impacts of the 

changing economic circumstances in Russia and Eurasia. He has published in some of the 

leading journals on topics including health policy, smoking behaviours, social exclusion, 

inequality, wage arrears, vulnerability, gender and mortality. His work (2012) on the link 

between mass privatisation and mortality became part of a controversial debate concerning 

the link between economic reforms and socio-economic outcomes in the post-communist 

region. 

 

Maxim Khomyakov 

Prof. Maxim Khomyakov is Professor of Philosophy and Vice-Director of HSE University - 

St. Petersburg as well as Director of the BRICS studies Centre at Ural Federal University 

(Ekaterinburg). He was previously Vice-President (International affairs) at Ural Federal 

University from 2009 to 2017. Prof. Khomyakov has been a visiting scholar in a number of 

universities, including Texas A&M University (2002; USA) and European University 

Institute (2007-2008; Florence, Italy). From 2002-2013 he organized a number of 

transnational research and teaching projects in political philosophy and religious studies. 

Since 2015, Prof. Khomyakov has been actively involved in establishing university 

collaboration within and between BRICS countries, and has played a leading role in 

establishing the BRICS Network University (nu-brics.ru). Prof. Khomyakov is head of the 

Russian National Coordinating Committee and a member of International Governing Board 

of the BRICS Network University. His research interests include the theory of modernity, the 

theory of toleration and its cross border application, Russian philosophy of the nineteenth 

century and higher education theory. His works include several books and more than 60 

scholarly articles. 

 

Cynthia Lazaroff 

Cynthia Lazaroff is a filmmaker and Founder of U.S.-Russian Exchange Initiatives. At 

Armand Hammer Productions, she supervised the development of feature film and television 

projects including Mother Russia, an eight-hour mini-series for HBO and The Cuban Missile 

Crisis, a four-hour mini-series for NBC. Cynthia co-wrote the stories for the NBC Special 

The Last Russian Tsar, narrated by Jeremy Irons, and Hiroshima, the award-winning 

Showtime mini-series. Her producing credits include The Challenge of the Caucasus 

featuring the first joint ascent of Mount Elbrus (18, 481') by Soviet and American youth 

whom she led to the summit. Narrated by Leonard Nimoy, the film won a First Prize at the 

American Film Festival. In 1983 Cynthia co-founded the US-USSR Youth Exchange 

Program and catalyzed exchanges in art, theater, sports, the wilderness, urban leadership and 

environmental service.  Cynthia is a magna cum laude graduate in Politics and Russian 

Studies from Princeton University. 
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Roderic Lyne 

Sir Roderic Lyne is a former British diplomat who served as British Ambassador to the 

Russian Federation from 2000 to 2004. He is now Vice-Chairman at Chatham House where, 

from 1986 to 1987, he was a Visiting Research Fellow. From 2005-7 he was a member of the 

Task Force of the Trilateral Commission on Russia. 

 

Neil MacFarlane 

Professor MacFarlane is a specialist on Russian foreign policy and the regional dynamics of 

the former Soviet Union, with particular reference to that regions southern tier. He is also 

interested in the impact of international organisations in the management and resolution of 

civil conflicts and in the political and economic transitions of former communist states. 

After a career in the United States and in Canada, he moved to Oxford in 1996 as the first 

Lester B. Pearson Professor of International Relations. From 2005 to 2010 he was Head of 

the Department of Politics and International Relations. From 2008 to 2010 he was Deputy 

Head of the Social Sciences Division at Oxford. He is currently a member of the Council of 

the University and serves on numerous University committees. Beyond Oxford, he was a 

Faculty Associate of the Geneva Centre for Security Policy from 2004 to 2010. He held a 

visiting appointment at the College of Europe (Bruges) in 2007-2008, where he taught a 

course on the contemporary security agenda. In the summer of 2008, he was S. Rajaratnam 

Professor of Strategic Studies at the Nanyang Technological University (Singapore). He was 

a visiting professor at the Centre for Social Sciences (Tbilisi State University, Georgia) from 

2010 to 2013, and has a strong interest in higher education reform in the former Soviet 

Union. He is an associate research fellow in the Russia-Eurasia Programme at Chatham 

House, and he chairs the board of the Center for Social Sciences, Tbilisi, Georgia. 

 

Julie Newton 

Julie Newton is the Principal Investigator of the University Consortium. She is a Visiting 

Fellow of the Russian and Eurasian Studies Centre at St Antony’s College, University of 

Oxford, an Associate Professor of the Department of International and Comparative Politics 

at the American University of Paris (AUP) and a Visiting Professor at Colorado College. Her 

research focuses on Russian-European relations, and she divides her time between Oxford, 

Paris and Colorado, teaching Russian politics at all three institutions. She holds a DPhil from 

Oxford, a Master’s from Columbia (Harriman Institute) and a BA from Princeton. 

 

Anastassia Obydenkova 

Anastassia V. Obydenkova is accredited associate professor of Political Science, Affiliated 

Research Professor at the Institute for Economic Analysis of the Council for Research 



5 
 

Investigation of the Ministry of Science of Spain (Barcelona) and a Senior Research Scholar 

at the Higher School of Economics National Research University. Previously, she was a 

researcher at the London School of Economics (London, UK), a Fox Fellow at Yale 

University (New Haven, CT, USA), a Kathryn W. and Shelby Cullom Davis Senior Research 

Scholar at Harvard University (Cambridge, MA, USA) and a Fung Global Research Fellow at 

Princeton University (Princeton, NJ, USA). She specializes in studies of autocracies, 

democratization, comparative political regimes, regionalism and international organizations. 

Most of her work has focused on post-Communist studies, post-Soviet Eurasia, Russia and 

China. 

 

Alex Pravda 

Alex Pravda is Senior Research Fellow in Russian and East European Studies at the School 

of Interdisciplinary Area Studies at the University of Oxford. He is also an Emeritus Fellow 

of the Russian and Eurasian Studies Centre at St Antony's College. He received his doctorate 

as a student at St Antony's in 1972. He taught Soviet politics at the University of Reading and 

held visiting appointments in Soviet and East European Studies at the University of Michigan 

and at Stanford University. He was Director of the (then) Soviet Foreign policy programme at 

the Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House). From 1989-2012 he was a 

Fellow of St Antony's College Oxford. His research interests are in Soviet and post-Soviet 

foreign policy, and especially in the dynamics of foreign policy change.  

 

Alan Rousso 

Alan Rousso was appointed Managing Director for External Relations and Partnerships on 1 

April 2015.  This role sits within the Vice Presidency, Policy and Partnerships. The External 

Relations and Partnerships group comprises the Donor Co-Financing, Private Sector 

Partnerships, Nuclear Safety, and Civil Society Engagement teams. Prior to his recent 

appointment, Alan held the position of Managing Director, External Action and Political 

Affairs and Managing Director, Stakeholder Relations. Before that, Alan held several 

positions in the Office of the Chief Economist, including Director for Project Appraisal and 

Design and Director for Strategy and Analysis. In those roles he led the OCE’s work on 

structuring investment projects to achieve maximum transition impact, on developing the 

Bank’s country strategies and sector analysis, and he led the Bank’s research on governance 

and anti-corruption issues across the transition region.  He was also a contributing editor of 

the Transition Report and was lead editor in 2007. 

Dr. Rousso joined the Bank in January 2001.  Prior to his arrival, he spent three years in 

Moscow as Director of the Carnegie Endowment’s Moscow Centre, and before that taught on 

the political science faculties at Dartmouth College, Cornell University, and Columbia 

University.  He has published and lectured widely on the political economy of transition in 
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the post-communist countries, on governance, trust and anti-corruption and on Russian 

domestic politics and foreign/security policy.  

He holds an M.A., M.Phil., and Ph.D. in Political Science from Columbia University and a 

B.A. in Political Science from the University of Vermont. 


