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Name of creator: Besly, Ernest Francis Withers (1891-1965) Judge 

Dates of creation of material: 1935; 1940 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 21 sheets 

 

Biographical history: Besly, Ernest Francis Withers (1891-1965)  

Born 1891, son of Revd. Edward Besly and his wife Evelyn, née Moore.  Educated at 

Winchester and Balliol College, Oxford.  Called to the Bar, Inner Temple, 1921.  Legal 

Secretary to Judicial Adviser to Egyptian Government, 1926-1937; Legal Councillor British 

Embassy, Cairo, 1937-1946; Judge of HBM Consular Court in Egypt, 1938-1946; UK 

Representative and President International Tribunal in the Saar, 1956-1959.  Married 1927 

Helen Ransom - 1 son, 1 daughter.  Died 10 August 1965. 

 

Scope and content: Lecture on judicial system in Egypt, 1935; record of judgement in a test 

case on British nationality, 1940. 

 

Access conditions: Open 

Language of material: English 

 

Conditions governing reproduction: No restrictions on copying or quotation other than 

statutory regulations and preservation concerns 

 

Custodial history: In the possession of Ernest Besly 

Immediate source of acquisition: Received as a gift from Mrs Besly, 22 Mar 1966 

 

Finding aids: In Guide; Handlist 

Archivist’s note: Fonds level description created by Clare Brown 11 Jun 1998 and revised 

by Debbie Usher 23 Aug 2022 


