
DESMOND MORTON 
GB165-0405 

Reference code: GB165-0405 

Title: Desmond Morton Collection 

Name of creator: Morton, Desmond (1927-2005) 

Dates of creation of material: 1946-2005 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 2 boxes 

 

Biographical history: Morton, Desmond (1927-2005) 

Born 21 Nov 1927 in Sheffield. Educated Woodlands Infants and Junior and Mexborough 

Grammar School. Joined Palestine Police as part of his national service on 9 Dec 1946. 

Served in A & J COY Jenin from 11 Dec 1946 to 11 Feb 1947 and then in Jerusalem 

Urban from 11 Feb 1947. Left for Egypt on 4 Jun 1948. 

 

Scope and content: Papers and photographs relating to Desmond Morton’s service as a 

British Constable in the Palestine Police between 1946-1948 including papers relating to 

his recruitment, training and police work such as his role as liaison with Spinney’s for 

police food rations. Also includes a small amount of material relating to Morton’s social 

life, including the ‘The Candid Carmelite Clarion’ mess-hall newssheet, as well as Jewish 

and Arab propaganda and newspaper clippings relating to attacks on British Policemen. 

Correspondence from Desmond Morton to his parents describing his journey out to 

Palestine and his life as a policeman with descriptions of the deteriorating security 

situation and the shock at the decision to withdraw. Includes a small amount of 

administrative material relating to the end of Desmond Morton’s service (such as 

information on plans to help Palestine Policeman find new jobs after withdrawal) and 

papers relating to the Palestine Police Old Comrades’ Association. Also includes a small 

number of artefacts consisting of a police badge, a police whistle and Desmond Morton’s 

General Service Medal with clasp ‘Palestine 1945-8’. 

 

System of arrangement: 

1. Recruitment 

2. Training 

3. Firearms Permit 

4. Police Notebook 

5. Spinney’s Police Ration Liaison 
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6. Personal Supplies 

7. Social Life 

8. Propaganda 

9. Newspaper clippings 

10. Correspondence 

11. End of Service 

12. Palestine Police Old Comrades’ Association 

13. Photographs 

14. Artefacts 

 

Access conditions: Open 

Language of material: English, with one item (8/1) in Hebrew 

 

Conditions governing reproduction: No restrictions on copying or quotation other than 

statutory regulations and preservation concerns 

 

Custodial history: In the possession of Desmond Morton and then his sister Leri Morton 

Immediate source of acquisition: Received as a gift from Leri Morton on the 30th 

October 2006. Artefacts received on the 19 November 2009. Further material (7/6, 7/7, 9/6 

– 9/14, 11/3/3) received 18 August 2010. 

 

Related Units of Description: 

In MEC Archive: 

GB165-0365 Palestine Police Service Record Cards: Two service records cards for service 

number 3162 Desmond Morton 

 

Finding aids: In Guide; Handlist 

Archivist’s note: Fonds, file and item level description created by Debbie Usher 18 May 

2007, revised 19 Nov 2009 and revised by Sarah Cox on 19 Aug 2010. Biographical 

history based on service record card and obituary in 12/5. 
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SERIES, FILE AND ITEM LEVEL DESCRIPTION OF THE DESMOND 

MORTON COLLECTION 

1 Recruitment 

 Papers relating to Desmond Morton’s recruitment to the 

Palestine Police including careers information, letters and 

leaflets relating to his interview, medical examination, 

contract, salary and passage to Palestine 

1946-1947 1 folder 

 
1/1 Career Booklet 

Booklet ‘Palestine Police as a Career’ including 

amendment leaflet and printed letter enclosing the career 

booklet 

1946 3 items 

1/2 Invitation to Interview 

Letter from the Crown Agents to the Colonies to Mr D 

Morton inviting him to an interview for appointment as a 

Police Constable, Palestine 

30 Jul 1946 1 sheet 

1/3 Call to medical examination 

Printed letter from the Crown Agents for the Colonies 

addressed to Mr D. Morton giving instruction to report for 

a medical examination before further consideration is 

given to his application to become a Palestine Police 

Constable 

7 Aug 1946 1 sheet 

1/4 Information leaflets and letters 

Small bundle of information leaflets and two letters 

relating to health, passage to Palestine, Uniform and 

insurance, gratuities and appointment to police constable 

 6 items 

 1/4/1 ‘Health Memoranda for British Soldiers in the 

Tropics’ leaflet 

Not dated  

1940s 

1 item 

 1/4/2 Palestine Police Passage and Passport leaflet Not dated 

1940s 

1 sheet 

 1/4/3 Palestine Police ‘Uniform, Personal Effects and 

Insurance’ leaflet 

Not dated 

1940s 

1 sheet 

 1/4/4 ‘Note for the information of British and Palestinian Not dated  1 sheet 
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Police Personnel Regarding the Grant of Gratuities 

under the Provisions of the Police Ordinance’ 

leaflet 

1940s 

 1/4/5 Letter from Crown Agents for the Colonies to D. 

Morton informing him of selection for the post of 

Police Constable, Palestine  

20 Sept 1946 1 sheet 

 1/4/6 Letter from Crown Agents to D. Morton enclosing 

agreement to sign  

24 Sept 1946 1 sheet 

1/5 Contract 

Palestine Police (Minors) Contract 

28 Sept 1946 1 item 

1/6 Salary Information Leaflet 

Printed form explaining ‘Payment of Salary to Officers 

while in the Colony or Protectorate’ 

1940s 1 sheet 

1/7 Passage to Palestine 

Letter from Crown Agents to D. Morton giving instruction 

as to his passage arrangements to Palestine 

11 Nov 1946 1 sheet 

1/8 Transit camp Vouchers 

Vouchers from various transit camps including Toulon for 

meals, beer and cigarettes  

[1946] 12 items 

 

2 Training 

 MS notes made from lectures covering a wide range of 

police duties and printed police manuals 

1941-1947 1 folder 

 
2/1 Notes from Lectures   

 2/1/1 Booklet entitled ‘General Police Duties Bk 1’ 

containing MS notes on traffic duties, procedure for 

dealing with lost property, descriptions of persons 

and property and procedure at scene of accident or 

crime 

Not dated  

c1947 

1 item 

 2/1/2 Booklet entitled ‘G.P.D & Law Book I’ containing 

MS notes on the organisation of the Police force, 

Report writing, relations with the public, beats and 

Not dated  

c1947 

1 item 
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patrols and station orderlies duties 

 2/1/3 Booklet entitled ‘Law’ containing MS notes giving 

a brief history of the Balfour Declaration, the Arab 

Rebellion of 1936 and IZL and the Stern Gang as 

well as notes on relations with the public, patrols, 

court procedures and the execution of arrest 

warrants 

Not dated  

c1947 

1 item 

2/2 Printed Training Manuals and Instruction   

 2/2/1 ‘Palestine Police Constable’s Manual’ by A.J. 

Kingsley-Heath, revised by J. Munro (Second 

Edition) 

1941 1 item 

 2/2/2 ‘Palestine Police General Orders Part 1 Special’ 

giving instruction on the circumstances in which 

firearms can be legitimately used by the Police 

1 Aug 1946 1 sheet 

 2/2/3 ‘Combined Military and Police Action for Platoon 

Commanders and Junior Police Ranks 

Jun 1947 1 item 

 

3 Firearms Permit 

3/1 Police Personnel Firearms Permit for D. Morton (includes 

ID photograph) 

24 Sept 1947 1 sheet 

 

4 Police Notebook 

4/1 Police notebook with four MS entries 28 Mar –  

2 Dec 1947 

1 vol. 

 

5 Spinney’s Police Ration Liaison 

 Papers relating to Morton’s work as liaison with Spinney’s 

for police food rations 

Admin Hist: There is a description of Morton’s job 

working as police liaison with Spinney’s in a letter home to 

his parents 10/1/20 

1946-1948 6 items 

 
5/1 Ration Standing Orders and Supplies Received 

Booklet containing TS ‘Standing Orders & Duties of the 

1946-1948 1 item 
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British Constable at Messrs Spinney’s Ltd Ration 

Department’ and list (from 25 Dec 1946 to 9 Apr 1948) of 

fruit and vegetables presumably received from Spinney’s 

5/2 Ration Scale 

TS Middle East Field Service Rations Scale and records of 

rations supplied to the Police 

c1948 4 sheets 

5/3 Food Order Form 

Completed Order Form for food parcels from Spinney’s 

Limited, Haifa 

30 Apr 1948 2 sheets 

5/4 Curfew Pass 

Movement and Curfew Pass for Mr Izzak Kasargian 

(Driver for Spinney’s Ltd) 

1947-1948 1 item 

5/5 Cash Vouchers 

Spinney’s Ltd Cash Vouchers 

Not dated 2 items 

 

6 Personal Supplies 

6/1 Prescription for medicine 18 Mar 1948 1 sheet 

6/2 Clothes ration voucher 17 Jan 1948 1 sheet 

 

7 Social Life 

 Papers relating to Morton’s social life including a police 

magazine, Christmas dinner menu, guide maps, papers 

relating to a visit to Lebanon and circular letter giving 

news of events at St Andrew’s Scots Memorial Church, 

Jerusalem and a Holy Sepulchre pilgrimage certificate. 

1946-1948 1 folder 

 

7/1 Shu Magazine 

Palestine Police Mobile Force Magazine ‘Shu’ Vol 3 no 2 

Aug 1946 1 item 

 
7/2 Christmas Dinner Menu 

Christmas Dinner Menu for P.M.F. Admin & Training, 

Jenin 

Dec 1946 1 item 
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7/3 Guide Maps   

 7/3/1 Printed Guide Map of Jerusalem with TS 

information for Army personnel visiting Jerusalem 

produced by Army welfare 

1946 1 item 

 7/3/2 Printed Map entitled ‘Erez-Israel Palestine’ 

produced as a supplement to Steimatzky’s Palestine 

Guide, Jerusalem 

1940s 1 item 

 

7/4 Visit to Lebanon 
Related Material: 13/3 Some photos from visit to Baalbeck 

  

 7/4/1 Temporary Membership Certificate for the St 

George’s Club Beirut 

23 Dec 1947-

23 Jan 1948 

1 sheet 

 7/4/2 Printed note advertising Papa George’s Store for 

souvenirs, Baalbeck-Lebanon 

Not dated 1 item 

 7/4/3 Beer ration card and card advertising Australian 

Bar & Restaurant, Beyrouth 

Not dated 2 items 

 

7/5 Churches   

 7/5/1 Circular letter by W. Clark Kerr giving news of 

events and the work of St Andrew’s Scots 

Memorial Church, Jerusalem 

Nov 1947 1 item 

 7/5/2 Certificate of Pilgrimage to the Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre 

Feb 1947 1 sheet 

 

7/6  The Palestine Police Magazine 

December issue of the magazine, reporting on issues 

relating to the police department such as crime figures and 

‘Britain’s New Police College’. Also includes obituaries, 

awards and articles concerning social events. 

Dec 1947 1 booklet 

 

7/7 ‘The Candid Carmelite Clarion’ Newssheet  

A Mess hall ‘newssheet’ created by staff, containing 

humorous articles including ‘Misuse of Arab Attack by our 

20 Feb 1948 1 sheet 
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reporter Clue-Less’, ‘readers letters’ and ‘Wharf rat 

hunting in Liverpool by Scouse’ 
Access: Sheet is in large format, access is dependent on sufficient 

space in the reading room 

 

8 Propaganda 

 Arab and Jewish propaganda leaflets and booklet 1947-1948 1 folder 

 

8/1 Irgun leaflet stating that the Irgun is not going to 

compromise with the Hagana and will respond to any 

provocations to limit their activities 

Lang: In Hebrew 

[Nov/Dec 

1947] 

1 sheet 

8/2 Photographic copy of TS Arab Propaganda ‘To the British 

Members of the Palestine Police and to the Members of his 

Majesty’s Forces’ by A.M.O. 

Not dated 

c1947 

1 item 

8/3 Printed booklet of Arab propaganda ‘For the Record’ by 

A.M.O.  recounting attacks on the Police by the Stern 

Gang and IZL 

[1948] 1 item 

 

9 Newspaper Clippings 

 Newspaper articles mainly relating to attacks on British 

Policemen 

1947 4 items 

 

9/1 Article ‘Another Flare-Up in Palestine’ from The Sphere 2 Aug 1947 1 sheet 

9/2 Article ‘The end of a Palestine terrorist’ describing the 

destruction of an arms dump house 
Related Material: see 13/2 Photographs of Street of Prophets Incident 

4 Aug 1947 1 sheet 

9/3 Article ‘Irgun Hangs Two Hostages’ describing the 

hanging of British sergeants Martin and Paice 

[Aug 1947] 1 sheet 

9/4 Article ‘We’re just targets. British Police are the Victims 

of the Latest Episode in Palestine‘s Long Serial of 

Violence’ by Don Burke from Life 

c1947 1 sheet 

9/5 Picture with caption ‘Terrorist killed’  c1947 1 sheet 

9/6 ‘Al-Mussawar’ Magazine consisting of 12 sheets, printed Jan 16 1948 1 
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in Arabic with photographic illustrations Magazine 

9/7 Sheets taken from the Illustrated London News, including 

the front page reporting on the ‘Tragedy of Ben Yehuda 

Street’ in Jerusalem with accompanying images 

28 Feb 1948 2 sheets 

9/8 ‘The Palestine Post’  
Access: Newspaper in large format and is stored separately 

13 April 1948 1 sheet 

9/9 ‘The Palestine Post’ 
Access: Newspaper in large format and is stored separately 

14 April 1948 1 sheet 

9/10 2 copies of ‘The Palestine Post’ 
Access: Newspaper in large format and is stored separately 

15 April 1948 2 sheets 

9/11 ‘The Palestine Post’ 
Newspaper in large format and is stored separately 

16 April 1948 2 sheets 

9/12 ‘The Palestine Post’ 
Access: Newspaper in large format and is stored separately 

20 April 1948 1 sheet 

9/13 Article ‘End of a Mandate’ with photographs by Howard 

Byrne, taken from ‘Illustrated’  

15 May 1948 2 sheets 

9/14 ‘The Egyptian Gazette’ 
Access: Newspaper in large format and is stored separately 

3 June 1948 1 sheet 

 

10 Correspondence 

 Mainly correspondence from Desmond Morton to his 

parents describing his journey out Palestine and his life as 

a Policeman, with a small amount of correspondence with 

other family and a few letters from former Palestine 

Policemen in 1948-1949 

1946-1950 1 folder 

 

10/1 Correspondence from Morton to his Parents 

Correspondence describing Morton’s journey from 

Britain to Palestine, training, Christmas day celebrations, 

bombs and riots, the shock of the news of withdrawal and 

rumours of how the Police will withdraw, comments on 

the beginning of civil war with the British Army 

intervening in an Arab attack on a Jewish settlement and 

comments on the impending conflict after 15 May 1948 

1946-1948 32 items 
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 10/1/1 MS Letter Transit Camp 112, Calais Sat  

[Nov 1946] 

2 sheets 

 10/1/2 MS Letter Toulon, France Thu 28  

[Nov 1946] 

3 sheets 

 10/1/3 MS Letter Toulon [France] Sun 1 Dec 

[1946] 

1 sheet 

 10/1/4 MS Letter Jenin, Palestine 12 Dec 1946 1 sheet 

 10/1/5 MS Letter Jenin, Palestine Tue 24  

[Dec 1946] 

1 sheet 

 10/1/6 MS Letter Jenin 

 

New Year’s Eve 

[31 Dec 1946] 

1 sheet 

 10/1/7 MS Letter Jenin 11 Jan 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/8 MS Letter Jenin 17 Jan 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/9 MS Letter Jerusalem, Pal[estine] 12 Feb 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/10 MS Letter Jerusalem 21 Feb1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/11 MS Letter Jerusalem 5 Mar 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/12 MS Letter Jerusalem 11 Mar 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/13 MS Letter Jerusalem 17 Mar 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/14 MS Letter Jerusalem 1 Apr 1947- 

3 Apr 1947 

1 sheet 

 10/1/15 MS Letter Jerusalem 9 Apr 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/16 MS Letter Jerusalem 24 Apr 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/17 MS Letter Jerusalem 4 May 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/18 MS Letter Jerusalem 17 May 1947 2 sheets 

 10/1/19 MS Letter Jerusalem 23 May 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/20 MS Letter Jerusalem 17 Jun 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/21 MS Letter Jerusalem 5 Jul 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/22 MS Letter Jerusalem 17 Jul 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/23 MS Letter Jerusalem 29 Jul 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/24 MS Letter Jerusalem 19 Sept 1947 1 sheet 

 10/1/25 TS Letter District Welfare Office, District 

Police Headquarters, P.O.B. 1089, Jerusalem 

29 Sept 1947 2 sheets 

 10/1/26 MS Letter J’slem [Jerusalem] Sunday 15 Nov 2 sheets 
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 [1947] 

 10/1/27 MS Letter J’slem [Jerusalem] 11 Dec 1947 7 sheets 

 10/1/28 TS Letter District Police Headquarters, District 

Welfare Office, P.O.B. 1089, Jerusalem 

29 Feb 1948- 

1 Mar 1948 

1 sheet 

 10/1/29 TS Letter District Police Headquarter, P.O.B. 

1089, Jerusalem 

4 Mar 1948 2 sheets 

 10/1/30 MS Letter J’slem [Jerusalem] 24 Mar 1948 2 sheets 

 10/1/31 MS Letter J’slem [Jerusalem] 21 Apr 1948 2 sheets 

 10/1/32 MS Letter Egypt 14 May 1948 2 sheets 

 

10/2 Correspondence with family and friends 

Two Christmas cards from Desmond Morton 

[Dec 1947] 4 items 

 10/2/1 Christmas Card from Desmond to his Grandad, 

Aunt Clara and Aunt Esther showing a view of 

Haifa with a card of pressed flowers from 

Bethlehem 

[Dec 1947] 2 items 

 10/2/2 Christmas Card with a view of Jerusalem and a 

card of pressed flowers from Jerusalem 

[Dec 1947] 2 items 

 

10/3 Correspondence from former Palestine Policemen 

 

1948-1950 4 items 

 10/3/1 MS Letter from ‘Gally’ to John and Dizzy 

[Desmond Morton] 

2 Jun 1948 4 sheets 

 10/3/2 TS Letter from J.L. Choley to Dizzy [Desmond 

Morton] 

7 Jun 1948 1 sheet 

 10/3/3 MS Letter from Junior to Dizzy [Desmond 

Morton] 

20 Sept 1948 6 sheets 

 10/3/4 MS Letter from ‘Junior’ to Dizzy [Desmond 

Morton] including newspaper clipping 

5 Dec 1949-9 

Feb 1950 

6 sheets 

plus 

clipping 
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11 End of Service 

 Papers relating to Desmond Morton’s end of service in 

the Palestine Police including his future employment, 

passage back to Britain, salary and certificate of 

discharge  

1947-1948 12 items 

 

11/1 Future Employment  

TS circular from W.N. Gray Inspector                             

General addressed ‘To All Ranks of the British Section, 

Palestine Police’ outlining plans to help them find new 

jobs after withdrawal and requesting that a form be filled 

in giving an indication of the type of employment desired 

 

26 Oct 1947 1 sheet 

 

11/2 Passage to Britain   

 11/2/1 TS list of ‘Advance Luggage Inventory of 

Civilian Clothing’ for J.L. Chorely and D. 

Morton 

6 Mar 1948 1 sheet 

 11/2/2 TS list of ‘sea kit bag’ clothing items received 

from the Crown Agents for the colonies for D. 

Morton 

[1948] 1 sheet 

 11/2/3 Port Said travel ticket and berthing cards [1948] 4 items 

 

11/3 Salary   

 11/3/1 Letter from N.R. Cressy to Morton relating to 

his final leave and last pay certificate 

31 Aug 1948 1 sheet 

 11/3/2 

 
 
 
 

Letter from N.R. Cressy (Palestine Police 

Depot) to D. Morton relating to leave salary 

and gratuity, clothing coupons and the 

Palestine Police Association 

6 Dec 1948 1 sheet 

 11/3/3 Staff circular no. 2/48 from the Civil Service 

Commission, relating to compensation payable 

to employees, leave salary and pension options 

28 Feb 1948 1 sheet 
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11/4 Certificate of Discharge 

Letter from Colonial Office to D. Morton enclosing 

certificate of discharge and two certificates of discharge 

31 Aug 1949 3 items 

 

12 Palestine Police Old Comrades’ Association 

 Papers relating to Morton’s membership of the Palestine 

Police Old Comrades Association including membership 

certificate, Annual Reunion Dinner notice and accounts, 

newsletters and Morton’s obituary 

1947-2005 1 folder 

 

12/1 Membership 

PPOCA Life Membership Certificate 10 Apr 1964 

1 Dec 1947 1 item 

 

12/2 Membership, fees and rules 

PPOCA Certificate of membership with rules of the 

Association and list of subscription fees paid  

1948-1964 1 booklet 

 

12/3 Seventh Annual Reunion Dinner 

PPOCA Seventh Annual Reunion Dinner Notice and 

Accounts 

1 Sept 1952 1 item 

 

12/4 PPOCA Newsletters   

 12/4/1 Newsletter no 1/48 1948 1 item 

 12/4/2 Newsletter no 2/49 Aug 1949 1 item 

 12/4/3 Newsletter no 1 Mar 1950 1 item 

 12/4/4 Newsletter no 1 Mar 1950 1 item 

 12/4/5 Newsletter no 2 Jun 1950 1 item 

 12/4/6 Newsletter no 2 (Duplicate) Jun 1950 1 item 

 12/4/7 Newsletter no 4  Dec 1950 1 item 

 12/4/8 Newsletter no 4 (Duplicate)  Dec 1950 1 item 

 12/4/9 Newsletter no 7 Sept 1951 1 item 

 12/4/10 Newsletter no 7 Sept 1951 1 item 

 12/4/11 Newsletter no 8 & 9 combined Mar 1952 1 item 
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 12/4/12 Newsletter no 8 & 9 combined Mar 1952 1 item 

 12/4/13 Newsletter No 10 Dec 1952 1 item 

 12/4/14 Newsletter no 202 Summer 2001 1 item 

 12/4/15 Newsletter no 203 Autumn 2001 1 item 

 12/4/16 Newsletter no 204 Winter 2001 1 item 

 12/4/17 Newsletter no 205 Spring 2002 1 item 

 12/4/18 Newsletter no 206 Summer 2002 1 item 

 12/4/19 Newsletter no 209 Spring 2003 1 item 

 12/4/20 Newsletter no 215 Autumn 2004 1 item 

 

12/5 Obituary 

Obituary for Desmond Morton written for the PPOCA 

Newsletter 

Jan 2005 1 sheet 

 

13 Photographs 

13/1 Jerusalem 

Label on envelope ‘In an old envelope labelled 

Jerusalem’ containing 3 set piece images of Arab fighters 

in Jerusalem, the ruins of the King David Hotel, 

buildings on fire, images of dead bodies 

c1948 22 items 

 

13/2 ‘Incident Street of Prophets’ 

Photographs of funeral and controlled explosion 
Related Material: 9/2 Article ‘The end of a Palestine terrorist’ 

describing the destruction of an arms dump house 

[Aug 1947] 7 items 

 

13/3 General Photographs 

Mixture of photographs covering urban scenes, 

photographs of fellow policeman, trip to Lebanon, 

hanging of Sergeants Martin and Paice and two cartoons 
Related Material: 7/4 Visit to Lebanon  

c1946-1948 54 items 

 

13/4 Contact prints and negatives 

2 negatives and three small contact prints showing 

Not dated 5 items 
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images of soldiers 

 

14 Artefacts 

14/1 Palestine Police Badge 1940s 1 item 

14/2 Police whistle with neck cord 1940s 1 item 

14/3 Letter with envelope that originally enclosed Desmond 

Morton’s General Service Medal with clasp ‘Palestine 

1945-8’ 

22 Nov 1950 1 item 

14/4 Framed photograph of Desmond Morton in his Palestine 

Police uniform which also includes Desmond Morton’s 

General Service Medal with clasp ‘Palestine 1945-8’ 

1940s-1950 1 item 
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