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Biographical history: Lucas, Ivor (b.1927) Diplomat 

Born 1927. Educated St Edward’s and Trinity College Oxford. Army service 1945-1948 

(including Palestine and Tripolitania).  Entered Foreign Service 1951. MECAS Lebanon 

1952. 3rd/2nd Sec. Gulf (Bahrain, Sharjah, Dubai) 1952-6.  Foreign Office 1956-1959. Ist 

Secretary Karachi 1959-1962. Head of Chancery Tripoli 1962-1966. Foreign Office 1966-

1968. Counsellor Aden 1968-1969 (Chargé d’Affaires Aug 1968-Feb 1969) . Deputy High 

Commissioner Kaduna 1969-1971. Counsellor and Head of Chancery Copenhagen 1972-

1975. Head of Middle East Department FCO 1975-1979. Ambassador Muscat 1979-1981, 

and Damascus 1982-1984. Retired 1984. Assistant Secretary-General Arab-British 

Chamber of Commerce 1985-1987. Fellow in the International Politics of the Middle East, 

Cambridge University Centre of International Studies 1991-1994. Sometime Council 

Member Royal Over-Seas League, Royal Society of Asian Affairs and Anglo-Omani 

Society (Vice-President 1996 - ). Married Christine Coleman 1954. Honoured with CMG. 

 

Scope and content: TS article ‘Reflections on a diplomatic career in the Arab and Muslim 

worlds 1951-84’ by Ivor Lucas covering his work in the Foreign Service relating to the 

Gulf, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Libya, Aden and Syria and giving his reflections on the 

changing face of Islam.  
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Conditions governing reproduction: No restrictions on copying or quotation other than 

statutory regulations and preservation concerns 

 

Immediate source of acquisition: Received as a gift from Ivor Lucas on 11 Jan 2012 
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Related Units of Description: 

In MEC Archive 

 GB165-0321 British Diplomatic Perspectives on the Middle East: File 4 TS text of 

lecture ‘Arms for the Love of Allah?’ by Ivor Lucas given as part of the lecture series 

“British Diplomatic Perspectives on the Middle East” at the Middle East Centre on 15 

Nov 1999. 

 

Finding aids: In Guide; Handlist 

Publication note:  

 Lucas, Ivor; A road to Damascus: mainly diplomatic memoirs from the Middle East 

(London: Radcliffe Press, 1997) 

 Lucas, Ivor; Some International Events chapter in the book Envoys to the Arab World 

Volume II. The MECAS Memoirs 1944-2009 (Stacey International, 2009). 

 

Archivist’s note: Fonds level description created by Debbie Usher 17 Jan 2012. 

Biographical history supplied by Ivor Lucas. 

 


