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Biographical history:

e Coles, Sir John (b.1937) MECAS (Middle East Centre for Arabic Studies), served
Khartoum, Trucial States, Cairo, Ambassador to Jordan 1984-1988.

e Craig, Sir James (1924-2017) MECAS (Middle East Centre for Arabic Studies), served
Trucial States, Beirut, Jedda, Ambassador to Syria 1976-1979, Ambassador to Saudi
Arabia 1979-1984.

e Gore-Booth, Sir David (1943-2004) MECAS (Middle East Centre for Arabic Studies),
served Baghdad, Tripoli, Jedda, Ambassador to Saudi Arabia 1993.

e Goulding, Sir Marrack (1936-2010) MECAS (Middle East Centre for Arabic Studies),
served Kuwait, Tripoli, Cairo, UN.

e Long, Christopher (1938-2023) Served Jedda, Damascus, Head of Near East & Africa
Department Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Ambassador to Egypt 1992-1995.

e Lucas, Ivor Thomas Mark (1927-2018) MECAS (Middle East Centre for Arabic
Studies), served Bahrain, Sharjah & Dubai, Tripoli, Aden, Head of Middle East
Department Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Ambassador to Oman 1979-1981,
Ambassador to Syria 1982-1984.

e Munro, Sir Alan (b. 1935) MECAS (Middle East Centre for Arabic Studies), served
Beirut, Kuwait, Benghazi, Tripoli, Head of Middle East Department Foreign and
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Commonwealth Office, Ambassador to Algeria 1984-1987, Ambassador to Saudi Arabia
1989-1993.

e  Wright, Lord Patrick (1931-2020) Baron Wright of Richmond, MECAS (Middle East
Centre for Arabic Studies), served Beirut, Cairo, Bahrain, Head of Middle East
Department Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Ambassador to Saudi Arabia 1984-

1986.

Scope and content: TS texts of, or notes for, lectures in the series “British Diplomatic
Perspectives in the Middle East” given at the Middle East Centre on consecutive Fridays 15
October-3 December 1999 by Sir James Craig, Sir Marrack Goulding, Sir John Coles, Ivor
Lucas, Christopher Long, Sir Alan Munro, Lord Wright of Richmond (Patrick Wright) and
Sir David Gore-Booth, with their personal reflections on British diplomacy in the Middle
East during their years of service.

System of arrangement: Chronological

Access conditions: Open

Language of material: English

Conditions governing reproduction: No restrictions on copying or quotation other than
statutory regulations and preservation concerns, with the exception of material by Sir John
Coles which can be copied but permission is required from Sir John Coles for quotation in a

publication.

Immediate source of acquisition: Received as a gift from Professor Avi Shlaim, the

organiser of the lecture series on 20 Jan 2000.

Finding aids: In Guide; Handlist
Archivist’s note: Fonds level description created by Clare Brown 24 May 2000 and revised
by Debbie Usher 27 Mar 2025. File level description created by Debbie Usher 27 Mar 2025.
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FILE LEVEL DESCRIPTION OF THE BRITISH DIPLOMATIC PERSPECTIVES

File 1

File 2

File 3

File 4

File 5

File 6

File 7

File 8

ON THE MIDDLE EAST COLLECTION

Sir James Craig: Britain’s Changing View of the Middle
East.

Sir Marrack Goulding: Kuwait, 1961.

Sir John Coles: King Hussein.

Ivor Lucas: Arms for the Love of Allah?

Christopher Long: Egypt’s Moderating Role in Middle
Eastern Politics.

Sir Alan Munro: Saudi Arabia, Britain, and the West
during the Gulf Crisis.

Lord Wright of Richmond: The Changing Role of the
British Ambassador to Saudi Arabia.

Sir David Gore-Booth: The Middle East Portfolio at the

Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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