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Title: William Birdwood Collection 

Name of creator: Birdwood, William Riddell (1865-1951) 1st Baron Birdwood, Field 

Marshal. 

Dates of creation of material: Not dated c1924-1938 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 23 sheets 

  

Biographical history: Birdwood, William Riddell (1865-1951) 1st Baron Birdwood, Field 

Marshal. 

Born 13 Sept. 1865 and educated at Clifton College and the Royal Military College, 

Sandhurst.  Served South Africa, India, 1914-1918 as General Officer Commanding 

Australian and New Zealand Army Corps, CIC, Army in India, 1925-1930; Master of 

Peterhouse, Cambridge, 1931-1938.  Married 1894 Jeannette Bromhead - 1 son; 2 daughters.  

Created Baronet 1919, created Baron Birdwood of Anzac & Totnes, 1938.  Died 17 May 

1951.  

 

Scope and content: Photographs of comments and marginal notes by Sir William Birdwood 

in his copy of P.G. Elgood’s The Army in Egypt 1914-18 (Oxford University Press, 1924).   

 

Access conditions: Open 

Language of material: English 

 

Conditions governing reproduction: No restrictions on copying or quotation other than 

statutory regulations and preservation concerns 

 

Custodial history: In the possession of Lord Birdwood and then of John Brinton, Beirut. 

Immediate source of acquisition: Received from John Brinton, Feb. 1969 

 

Finding aids: In Guide; Handlist 

 

Archivist’s note: Fonds level description created by Clare Brown 12 Jun 1998 and revised 

by Debbie Usher 15 Apr 2025. 

 

 


